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TOWN. oy COUNTY 


LEICESTER: 
Diſplayed under an By1 TOM E of the Reign 
of each Sovereign 1a the EnGL19K 


His Tro?! 
Containing, The n of each, 


and the His TroRICAL and Bioc Art- ö 


CAL L RELATIONS at Large. 
To which is added, 


A Brief Gan Account of hs 
preſent ſtate of LELCESTBRSHIRE. - ki, 


"BY JOHN THROSBY. 1 


« golicit not thy thoughts with matters did. 
6X Heaven is for thee too high | 


& To know what paſſes there be lowly wiſe. | 


ce 


LEICESTER : Printed Tor the Author ; 3 and 
ſold by S. Crowder, in London; and 


by J. REY in Leiceſler. 1777. 


« Howfuftthis world and face of things began, . 


« 4 what before thy memory; was done. 
| Mir rox. * 


P np pr nn Rn mens 


* 
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(iii) 
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8 N TE N T: 8 
OF THE 
SECOND VOLUME. 
CHAP. X. 


OHN.—HFilliam & Lticefter, --Earl- 
dom of Lricofter —Corporation' of 
Leiceſter. 
. 
Henry III. — Mountforrel Caſtle, — 


Leiceſter, — Montfort, Earl 'of Leiceſter 


Virgin. —-Sapcote,-— Seagrave,—- 
A A Charter. 


CHAP. XII. 


E kvard, Z = dit: re-—WWimond- 
ham —Coftle Donnington— Edmuna Earl 


CHAP. 


of Leiceſter, 


3 
YA 


(iv) 
% 3%; Wim 4 « + OR 
Edward U. Thomas, Earl of Lei- 
ven. 


CHAP. XIV. 


FP 


Bury— Robert de Leiceſter — Poultney— 


 Ratcliff—- Harby—Lubenham—Culcy— 


Fevit—IWicklff —-Meorton— Appleby—- 
Ear] and * Duke of Lancaſter — Hoſpital 
vid Collegiate Churth in Lavceſter—St. 


John's Hoſpital - Markets obtained jor 


Grooby, Waltham, ' Wimefwould, and 


Aſhby -de-la-zouch—+ Woodbouſe— Mor- 
talities in Leiceſter Malter Nyntborn, 


H A P. XV. 


' Richard I -Leicęſfen Knighton— 
Belknack—FWoodfera's  Vanity—TFohn of 
. Ghent—Smith—Stwyndurby—Lewceſter — 
Certain penances— Matilda, 


__ +MEMOIRS 


eſter. —Leicefter,— Noſeley — M efi-Lang- 


4.4 


i- 


— 
M E MOI R 8 


OF FEE: 
Town and CONTI 
o F. 


LEICESTER, &c. 


5 A — ENS SF RIS YN 


e 


John. —IVi liam &æ Letceſier. — Zeridem 


of Leiceſter, — Corporation of. Leiceſter, 
FORN . 


N UCCEEDED his oder Ri- C HA 1 


chard. It: is ſaid he murdered 


hi nephew young Arthur, —John had 


wars wit h the French, Scots, and 
Iriſh ; in which it muſt be owned 
that he gave many proofs of his va- 


lour; but feartul of an invaſion from 
France 


} 


IQ 


4 


9 AP. Thing he hocats We to the 
Pope for protection, to whoſe Nuncio. 


1216 


MEMOIRS, Yee. 


he ſurrendered his crown. The Barons 


_ reſented this baſe ſubmiſſion, and took | 
up arms againſt him, which eventu- 
ally obliged him to ſign that glorious. 


Bulwark. of Engliſh. Liberty, Magna 


e terminated his unſet- 
tled reign, when he had rendered him- 


ſelf odious to che people; and when up- 


on the point of ſuffering from the 
vengeance of ſurrounding enemies, in 


the YI year of his age. 4 
WILLI 


2 so complicated are the vices of this king, 
that it is difficult to determine which appear 


the moſt deteſtable. Oaths, the moſt ſacred 


bands of ſociety, he .ſerupled not to break. 
on any occaſion. But notwithſtanding the 


paſeneſs of his heart and his imbecility for go- 


vernment, he is called the father of the piivi- 


leges of free Boroughs, 


0 


— 2 


EARL DOM of LEICESTER. 


* 


WILLIAM de LEICESTER, HAT 


A native of that place, lived in this 
reign. He ſtudied divinity at Ox- 
ford, He was eſteemed a very learn- 
ed divine; and became Chancellor of 
Lincoln, Bale has given. a catalogue. 
of many learned books wrote by him. 


EARLDOM of LEICESTER. 


Urox the death of Robert Fitz- 
Parnel, the eſtates of the ancient 
carls of that place were divided be- 


tween Simon de Montfort, 35 and 


Quincy, earl of Wincheſter. The 


former's diviſion was called the honor 


of Leiceſter, and the latter's the ho- 


nor of Wincheſter e Montfort, af- 


ter 


3 He deſcended from a natural f fon of Ro- 
bert 8 of France. 


10. 


c Their wives were daughters of Robert | 
Blanchmaines, Earl of Leiceſter, | 


6 ME MOIRS, &c. 


GH. 1 Pter taking poſſeſſion of his part, went 
to France, and was choſen general of 
the Pope's army. But Lewis, the 

Dauphin of that country, invading 
England in this reign, John ſeized hi 
carldom, and beftowed it upon the. 
carl of Cheſter, who Dyed it till 
1229. | 


THE honorof W incheſter deſcended 
to Ferrers of Groby, and from that 
family to the Grey's, and now con- 

tinues the inheritance of the carl of 
Stamford. 


CORPOR ATION of LEICESTER. 


- Here Gems to originate 1 the kind of 
deputy or incorporate government in 
Leiceſter, which ſuceceding princes 
have, by their repeated charters and 
immunities, brought to its preſent 
ſtate, The poſſeſſions belonging to the 


e bong, divided, King John 
| — 


EH 


2 


2 


See. 


CORPORATION of LEICESTER + 


ing Montfort's diviſion, and John, C l HAT. 


in his diſtreſz, Willing to grant any in- 
dulgences by privileges or Tharters 
to 2 ſubjects, rather manifeſts that 
the Corporation of Leiceſter, receiv- 
ed its firſt rude ſketch of civil polity 
in this reign; for in about ſeventeen 
years after king John's death, there 
were two Aldermen preſided over the 
city's juriſdiction, William Teynlo 
cum Simon Curle wache, the firſt, I 

Il believe, who are to be found in any 

I hall- books. | 


FROM chat time it * to 
have been much in the ſame ſtate till 
A. D. 1248, when Peter Roger 
was made the firſt Mayor, and 
continued in · that office nine years. 
Mr. Cart mentions an inquifition that 
| was taken the 37th. of Henry III. 
wherein he ſays, « I find that 


Peter * is then ſaid to be the 
„ 


8 * ENMOI RS, Ke. 1 
'CH AP.“ Mayor of Leiceſter, but PE Earl ca 

10. c Bailiff is placed before him.” From | 7 
this we muſt infer, that the office of 


Bailiff claims equal antiquity wich the 
Mayor. 4 8 


ps 
NF ROM the papers in my poſſeſſion ¶ an 
reſpecting the Corporation of Leiceſ.¶ tor 
ter, I will proceed, in this place, Le 
to give ſome account of that body, Ki 
| -which might not be fo intelligible it em 
detached pieces; reſerving ſome par- ] ſet 
«ticular events for the n to n the 
they belong. for 


Turin extlieſt government, whichT | | 
| 5 can] the 


1 There are new, or formerly were, two Bai- "302 
- liffs, one is called the king's, which place he 
holds for life, choſen by the 24 Aldermen, but 
- appointed, every other time by the Earl of der 
Huntingdon, who obtained © that privilege M 
from James therſt. This Bailiff is a returning of | 
officer at all elections of Members to ſerve in 
Parliament. The other is little more than a 
nominal office: he is er was choſen annually 
out of the twenty-four, 


CORPORATION of LEICESTER „ 
can bod, conſiſted in a body of twen- C H AP, 


ty-four of the, principal inhabitants of 
the city, one of whom was annually 


choſen Chief or Mayor, on the 21ſt. 


of September, who entered upon his 


office on the 29th of the ſame month; 


and on the Monday after Warpe 


took an oath of fealty to the earl of 


Leiceſter, (which is now done to the 
King as duke of Lancafter,) he was 


empowered to diſpenſe juſtice, and 
ſettle the caſual differences between ö 
the citizens. The reſt of the twenty 


four were called co-burgeſles, 


Uron ſome little difference between i 
the city's governors, and thoſe in the 


county, Edward IVth ordered in the 
fourth year iof his reign, that one 


learned in the law to be ſtiled Recor- 


der, ſhould be appointed to aſſiſt the 


Mayor and four of the elder brethren 


of the body, who were all to be called 
| 158 Ver. II. B 


_ Juſtices 


10. 


fo * E01 1R 8, Ke. 
HI Ap. Jüſtices of the Peace : who 41 em- 


10. 


1 
: 

| 
: 


imes per year. It ſeems that before 

that time che County Juſtices Elaimed 

ſome privilege in the Cit 7 or over its 
| inhabitants, which was ttled by Ed- 
3 | ward, to the entire excluſion of their 
oo phat in that place. | 


2 4-7 * . 5 by 3 


\ WazrHEs by virtue of þ ny _ 
grant, che city was firſt divided into 
wards I cannot aſcertain; but I find 


that at a*cemmon-hall, the "xt, of 


| Richard III, it was divided into 12 
1 wards, each of which was given to 12 
| of the co- burgeſſes, who were after- 
| | wards, to be called Aldermen, 15 


22. 4 "Ix ite 
* 


ther the power of electing one mem - 
ber of parliament, and the cominon- 
ality of Leiceſter the other';” whether 

| en or not, who had alſo the ſole 
a | _ 


ee them to hold ſeffic ons four 


„ Pu Mavor Woe his brethren had 


CORPORAT ION, of LEICESTER. 


power of electi 
cuſtom laſted till th2 time of Henry 
VII.— This king being informed of 


the frequent tumults occaſioned at the 


election of officers, ordered, by the ad- 


vice of council, that the Mayor and 

Aldermen ſhould chooſe, out of the. 
inhabitants 48 perſons, whom they 

I thould judge the wiſeft, and greateſt, - 


to affiſt them at elections; and on all 
other occaſions wherein it had been 
cuſtomary to conſult the inhabitants 
at large: which change was to ſubvert 
the ancient cuſtom, the better to pre- 
vent diſorder on thoſe occahons. The 
year following, at the election of an- 
nual officers, September 21ſt. the 5th,. 

of Henry VII. The commons at large, 


| being irritated at the excluſion of their 


ancient privilege, peremptorily inſiſted 
don their tormer cuſtom, and 


b en before r the ſame 


1 
© 23 


| grew: 
lo. tumultuous that the diſpute was 


year. 


* 
the Mayor: : whichC H AP, 


10, 


14 
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CH, A .es. 1 the teſtimony of ſome 
_ that were then examined, reſpecting 
the refractory bah Wödür of the nume- 


rous ancient electors of the annual 


officers, it was commanded, that the 


Mayor and his brethren ſhould . time 
to time chooſe forty-eight of the moſl diſ- 


crete inhabitants of the place, who, with | 
the Mayor and his brethren, or the more 
part of them,” ſhould make yearly election 


of all Mayors, and all other Officers of 
rhe B och, and their electi on Hall“ be gocd.e 


Ir appears by a charter granted by | 


Queen Elizabeth, that the members 
of the Corporation of Leiceſter bore 
then much the ſame diſtinctions as at 


preſent; the Mayor, twenty-four 
| Aldermen, and forty-eight Chief 
Burgeſſes. Excluſive of the ſervile Of. 


ficers, and thoſe mentioned above; this 


l corporate | 


e See Pett man after the reign of Charles, 


CORPORATION of LEICESTER ng 


corporate Body have two Coroners, & H, - P 


: Town-Clerk, a Steward, a Solici- 
tor, and two Chathberthins; A lane 
in Leiceſter now calted* Blue-boar-lane 
was formerly called Mayor 's-hall- 
lane, in which was a place of con- 
fiderable magnitude for the corporate 


aſſemblies z which, during the grand 


rebellion, was converted into a ſhop: 
to make gun-powder in for the garri- 
jon, But when Leicefter was taker 
by the King's forces, it was blown 
up.—When the facrilegious Henry 
had plundered the ſocieties and re- 
treats of the religious, the Corporatfon 


| of Leiceſter purchaſed the hall be- 


longing to Corpus Chriſti Guild, and 
four houſes belonging to chantry 


] priefts, all fituate at the weſt end of 
| St. Martin's church, for the uſe of 
convening their aſſemblies, both in Aa 
| civil and judicial capacity. Theſe 
buildings were repaired beautified 


at 


CHA: 


10. | 


10 


F.at chat time, and I apprehend, that | 


moſt of them have remained in near- 
ly. the ſame ſtate till the preſent. In 


the middle- is a ſquare Court, to the 


north of which is the great Hall for 


holding the aſſizes, ſeſſions, &c. on 


the weſt is a large parlour, where the 


Corporation hold: their court of Alder- 


men and Common-Council, on the 


ſquth is a large kitchen for preparing 


their public feaſts ; and on the eaſt is 
a Town-Library furuiſhed 1632, and 


ther convenient apartments. The 


Corporation. of Leiceſter was ſtiled 
formerly . The Mayor aud Saas, | 
but now The Mayor, Bailiff, 85. * 
Berge K OF] 


'T 


LIST of 1 . 


bat T 
ar- 
In peter Roger, the firſt Mayor of 


for | 

on A. D. 4248. Henry Roddintos 

the Peter Roger 4 Ditto 

der- Ditto f Ditto „ | 

the Ditto, Y | 5 XX 751. 

Ditto ILA. D. 1268 

ung Pitto Henry Roddinton 

| is Ditto Ditto 

and Pitto Alex. Delamer. 

The Pitto Alexander Bonde 

led Pitto PR?” Ditto 

es, | Barth, Daneftap. Ditto 

and Cufte Ditto Net. 8 

4 | 2. 1 Waker le , 

8 a D. 12 * > William Leffe 
enry Wann P. . 
Ditto XXX 

Ditto 


if. 
*- 


do 
to 


uo 
i 5 


Ditto 


the that ries 


See page 7 vol. 2. 
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THE following is a Catalogue of tbec LE AP. 
Mayors, of * including 


ö 16 


Godt, Niabelark, & LK: 
Adam Marlowe AD 1 308. 
Thomas Gumfreyſ John Eagge 
XL John Alleye 
A. D. 1288 Ditto : 
Thomas Gumfrey Ditto 
John Alleſley Ditto | 
Thomas Gumfrey Walter Buſhby 
Lawrence Meller John Knightcote 
Thomas Gumfre: john Allſey - 
William Engles Ditto | 
Thomas Gumfrey John Marewe 
Ralph Joynde | LXX. 
Peter Gumfrey { A: D 1318 
Pater Vel, Wm Waynhouſe 
; L Peter Kent 
| A. D. 1298 {Ditto 
Peter Unfrey 3 3 
Ditto itto 
Thomas Gumfrey John Norton 
William Engles — Alley | 
William Palmer itto hg 
Ditto | Yon Norton 


cn 1 AP-Thomas Gunfrey 
Ditto 21 
Ditto . 


Godfrey Manclark 
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"Wo Willobye - 


John Eagge 


Lawrence Celle 


Roger . 5 


Johs 


1 LIST of 
1 
Je John Norton 
=_ 4,4, of effery Kent 
ler AD 1328 Wm. Goldſmith 
15 * Allſex ny Kent 
8. enry Merlyn oger Knightcote 
| Ditto | Jeftery Kent 
_ Marrowe | John Textlings | 
itto William Donſtable 
John Martin Roger Knightcote 
John Levirie William Donſtable 
by john Allſey CX 
cott | Wareyne William A D 1358 
I William Clome Wm. Donſtable - 
os XC John Cook | 
£ AD 1338 Ditto 
I John Martin Wm. Goldſmith 
318 jeftery Kent William Tubbe. 
oule Þ Ditto Roger Belgrave 
Ditto John Martin 
Richard Lenditch William Sizeton - 
e John Martin [John Stafford 
Richard Lenditch | Thomas Beebye 
L John Wainhouſe | CAS +: 
> | john Heward | A D 1368 
I itto — Gor 
5 C2 [Ditto | 
Joh A.D 1348 Mou Stafford 


Vor. II. 


MANY ORS 


William 


lohn Heward CHA P. | 


17 


10. 


as 
* 8 * EY P.William Green 


Henry Clipſton 


WI. Humbſtene 


Henry Tetlinge 


Henry Clipton 


William Ferror 


William Teylard 


William Ferror 


Ditto 


CLIX 

A D 1378 
William Ferror 
Henry Clipſton 
Rich. Gamelſton 


lohn Stafford 
Rich. Knightcote 
Rich. Gamelſton 


William Ferror 
Henry Bebye 
Ditto 


Rich. 8 


ae ee 
A D 1388 
Rich. ee te 


Jeffery Clark, and 
Rd. Gamelitone 


Thomas I. 
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Rich. 3 


Thomas Wakefield 
Henry Bebye 
Thomas Leighes 


John Houghton 


Ralph Fiſher | 


ES int 
A D 1398 
Roger Humbſtone 
William Stafford 

John Loveday 


Peter Barnell 


John Church 
ohn London 


Tho. Wakefield 


Ralph Humbſtone 
John Greſley 


CLX 
AD 1408 
John Church 
egles 
Roger Humbſtone 
Tho. Walgrave 
Robert Randolph 


Robert Evinton 


Ralpb 


Richard Fawkencr 


1 
] 
f 


NCT 


William Packe 


John Pickwell 


LISTof MAYORS 


Ralph Sumbſtone 
Thomas Laborne 
John Erneſbye 
Henry Bebye 
. 
A D 1418 


Thomas Walgrave 
Thomas Clark 
Ralph Sumbſtone 
John Church 
Henry Foſter 
Henry Derbye 
William Newbye 


William Haſtye 
NN 
A D 1428 
Ralph Sumbſtone 
Thomas Walgrave 
Jn Loughborough 
Thomas Clark 
iliam Newþye 
ſohn Reynolds 
dam Rayce f 


John Coventrye 
John Reynold 
Adam Racye 8 
Thomas Charitie 
Wm Wimeſwould 
Wm Grantham 


John Bennet 
Ralph Fiſher- 


William Wigſton 
William Stringer 


John Rey nold 
William Clark 
Thomas Charitie 
Thomas Dalton. 
Ditto 

Ditto 

Thomas Green 


John 


William New bye 
Thomas Green 


10 


CHAP 
Walter Pomerye 72. - 
Wiltam Haſtey 

2 A D 1438 


John Reynold 
William Wigſton [Peter Curtys 
R. de Shillingham 


. Towbye Roger Trigge 
. W. illan 


MEMOIERS, de. 


e ban 
AD 1465 John Wigſton 
John Penny 


John Robards 


Robert Rowlet Robert Croſt 
ohn Yeoman homas Swikes 
John Reynold Thomas Pallett 


William Holbiche Roger Wigſton 


Roger W igſton CCXL 


_-_ 8 


John Friſby A D 1483 
| Richard G11lot Thomas Davey 
. e itto 
AR Roger Trigge, 
Richard Yates William Gibſon, 


2 Wigſton [Thomas Swikes 
obert Shillinton Robert Croft ' 
John Parſons Thomas Hurſt 


Roger Wigſton [Andrew Langton. 
Robert Rawlett William Rawlett 


John Roberts Richard Gillott 
William Holbichef CCL. 
Peter Wimeſwold| AD 1498 
John Reynold, - 
Vd 

A D 1478, William Gibſon 


William Wigſton 


William Wieſton 


Thomas Smith 


Robert Herwer 


LIST of MAYORS. 


william Friſby 
ohn Norrice . 
Robert Orton 
Richard Reynold 
ohn Waze, 
Walter May + 
CCLYX- 
A D 1508 
iles Lambert 
Richard, Heyre 


Ditto 

Richard Gillott 
Richard Rey nold 
Thomas Burton 
Thomas Cotton 
John Redy 


CCLXX 
A D- 1518; 
Richard Weſton 
William Bartlet 
William Wigſton 


William Balt 
Richard Rey nold 


Robert Staples, & 


21 
* + 


CHAP 


Edwarg Beyer " + 


John Weſton. 
Thomas Burton: 
CCLXXX 
A D 152% 
Robert Gillot 
Thomas Bett 
William Tebb 
Nicholas Reynold 
John Burton 
Thorpe Clough 
Willlam Bolt 
Thomas Burton 


& wa 


Roger Gillot 
[Randolph Wood 


CMC 
A D 1538 


William Pratt 


Nicholas Rey nold 
Robert Gadeſby 
Hugh Aſton 
Thomas Creſſy 
Chriſtop. Clough 
William. Olyffe 
Robert. Cotton 
Robert Maye 
Randolph Wood 


nr Oillott 


— 


John 


22 


CHAP. 
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William Reynold 


James Clark 


William Mawby 


Richard Davy James Ellis 
Simon Nixe William Ludlam 
Thomas Fowler CCOXL 
John Tatam. A D 1588 
William Norris George Norrice 

CCCXX John Hinde 
A D 1568 | ori Tatam 


alph Chettle 
e Journ: 


MEM OI RS, Xe. T 
e James Clark Fohn 
A D 1548 Nicholas EngliſhRobe 
r Getliff William Gillot cor 
Nicholas Reynold}John Heyrick Fill 
Robert Newcombi Thomas Stanford ill 
Thomas Wilcox {John Tatam hoi 
Nicholas Heyrick John Middleton 
Tho. Davenport William Norrice | / 
John Berridge [George Tatam Thor 
Robert Jones CCCXXX Idw: 
William Mawby | A D 1578 Fobe 
John Heyrick {Phillip Freake Vill 
CCCX William Morton ꝶme 
1 George Tatam ill 
Robert Fletcher Phillip Freake ho 
Thomas Stanford William Morton ob: 
Richard Darker Thomas Clark Þb. 
Thomas Hallam Robert Heyrick ho 


mes Ellis 
PVilliam Hunter 


hn Freake 


LIST of MAYORS. 


ohn Stanford 


Robert Heyrick 
zcorge Tatam 

Villiam Yates | 
Filliam Morton 


homas Nixe 
CC. 
A D 1598 

homas Clark 


Idward Newcomb! 
Jobert Gillot 


iliam-Rones 


homas Chettle 


lobere Heyrick 
ib. Chamberlain 


homas Chapmar. 
CCCLX 
AD 1608 

mes Andrews 


homas Parker 
bn Mabbs 


llliam Morten 


omas Mawby 


IV alli Ive 
Thomas Heyrick 
Rowland Puſſey 
CCCLXX 
AD 1618 
Nicholas Gillot 
John Heyrick 
John Pares 
James Andrew 
John Hy nde 
James Ellis 
William Ludlam 


[William Ive 


Gilbert Fawſit 
Fran. Churchman 
CCCLXXX 
AD 1628 
William Billers 


Roger Coates 


Thomas Smith 
John Norris 
Nicholas Elliot 
Hugh Watts 


[William Ive 
Ralph Tompſon 


Tichard Ing 


n Bonnet 


Daniel Morfin 
John 


238 


CH Ap, 
11 


24 


HAP. 
10. 


William Billers 


Sam uel W 
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CCCXC 
A D 1638 


- ohn Hind 
John Norris 


illiam Stanley 
Thomas Rudiard 
Richard Ludlam 
William Ward 
William Billers 


Edmund Cradock 


Daniel Abney 
Thomas Blunt 
CCECOC .: 

A D 1648 


William Stanley 
William Speachly 


John Somerfield 
Alexander Baker 


ohnſon 
,udlam 


Edmund 
Richard 


George Martin 
Edward Billers 


Edmund Cradock 
CCCCK. 
A D 1658 


n WISE 9Ge"* "0 


1 


| 


i 


b 


| 


| aniel Abney 
Francis Noble 8 
Daniel Deakin 


Francis Noble 
George Becket. [| 


kn Clay 


Thomas Blunt 
William Callis 


| William Alſop 


Edm. Towaſal WI 


| Wm. Southwell [ol 
_ CCCOCXX Jol 
A D 1668 c 


Thomas Overing Jol 


Andrew Freeman Ed 
William Deane Th 
Alexander Baker ol 
* Clay ol 

obert HartſhoriHle 


Edmund Sutton 
William Alfop 

CCCCXXX 
A D 1678 
Phlilip Abney 


ohn Gvodhall } 


[ 


88 Roberts Ri. 


Geo Bent 1 
WM” Willi 


ey Thomas Ludlam 
ble Walter Hood 
ein Francis Ward 
ant Joſeph Cradock 
llis CCCC XV 
ſop A D 1688 
nſend [William Bentley 
well John Bent 
X John Goodall 
568 corge Becket 
ering John Brook ſby 
deman Edmund Johnſon 
ane Thomas Palmer 
Baker lohn Pares 

ohn Roberts 
tſhonjHenry Pate 
Ne UCECL 
ket. | A D 1698 
tton Iſochn Cracroft 
ſop Pamuel Woodland 
XX Uchn Abney 
578 Rich. Townſend. 
ey [Edmund Cradock | 
ts [Michard Weſton ; 
all homas Ayre 


it 
[1llias 


LIST of MAYORS. 


William Southwell 


Andrew Freeman |] 


Goorre Bear © CHAS. 


ohn Ludlam 
CCCCLX 
A D 1708 
ſames Annis 
Edward Hood 
Thomas Bradley 


{Edmund Johnſon 
John Cooper 


Arthur Noon 
John Pares 


Francis Lewin 


William Goadby 
Thomas Helmſley 
-CECCLEX 
AD 1718 
Charles Tuffley _ 
2 Ludlam 


& Ed. Hood 
Wm. Hammond 
Humph. Chapman 
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CRAP. XX | 
Henry III. Mountforrel Caſtle. I Lei- 


ceſter. — Montfort, Earl of Leiceſter. 


A Virgin. —Sapcote. — —- 
COIs A Charter, 


HENRY 
LDEST ſon of John, was pro- 


III, 


claimed king when a minor. 


His long reign was a ſcene of domeſtic 
He ſtruggled with his 
powerful Barons to ſhake off the grand 
charter of the people's liberties, with 
which he thought himſelf ſhackled by 
his father, which he cancelled for a 
time; but the Barons, who after- 


| wands became too powerful for him, 
made him their priſoner, and obliged 


him to delegate his power to twenty- 
four Lords, But he was ſet free, at 


laſt, by his ſon who reſtored him to 
5 . his 


MOUNTSORREL CASTLE. © 


29 


nis crown and power. He died in thec HAP. 


ſixty- fourth year of his age, and of 


his reign fifty-ſix. F 


MOUNTSORREL CASTLE, 


Wuren ſtood upon the craggy pre- 
cipice of the well-known rock of that 


place, was garriſoned in the ſecond 


year of this reign by ſoldiers, who 


were thieves . from nature or 

rant. They made ſuch frequent | 
octurnal viſits to the adjacent villa- 
ges for plunder, that the inhabitants 


n thoſe parts formed the deſperate re- 
olution of deſtroying it. They ap- 


a that fortreſs with a very con- 


ſiderable 2 


f Perhaps no man was more unworthy his y 2 


levated tation, he was deſtitute of courage, 


udgment, and reſolution ; and what is much 


oe to his diſhonour, a love for his ſubjects» 


t mult however be acknowledged, that his - 
rbitrary ſentiments were not accompanied 


1th the TOO of tyrants, 


1272 
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on AP. fiderable force, and after an 1 obſtinat 
ore” defence, from the garriſon, drove the 
ſoldiers from it, and levelled i it almoſt 

to the ground. . Cl 


Upon the breaking out of the Ba- of 
rons wars, the caſtle was rebuilt andi ca; 

| ſtrongly fortified by them. But it for 
being found a great annoyance to the hac 
king's party, he ordered the High- ad: 
Sheriff of the county of Nottinghan the 
to collect the forces of that county to- liſt 
_ gether, with the garriſon of Notting- 
ham, to beſiege and deſtroy it; which 
was effected after a ſhort reſiftince. 2 
LEICESTER 


- g. This Caſtle has never r fince been rebuilt 

It belonged to the Earls of Leiceſter, —Mount- wha 
ſorrel is a Market-Town in- this. County. N. tie 

Cholas de Segrave procured a grant from Ed- lock 

| ward Jof a market and fair here. It former Ser, 

had two chapels in it, but now there is only '* pl 
one, and that but ſmall. Travellers have te- '"* 

marked that the ſituation of this place ſome - * 

| | | whit 
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e the 
moſt 


Ba- 
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ut it 
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tung; 
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11. 


WIEN Henry had violated Magna : 


Charta, the confederate Barons met 


there, A. D. 1224, for the purpoſe 


of raifing an army and fortifying the 
caſtle of that place: but Henry, be- 


fore they were ripe for their purpoſe, 


had procured a powerful army, that 
advanced to Northampton; which 
the Barons dreading, made them de- 
fiſt from their deſign for that time. 


SIMON de MONTFORT. 


Sox of Simon who was General of : 
the 


what reſembles Gibralter ; be that as it may, 


tie appearance of the pendent and ſhelving | 
iccks, above the houſes, pieſenis to the paſſen- 


ger, a proſpect of wild ſcenery ; which, while 
t pleaſes the imagination of him who een 
the works of natwe, ſtrikes ſome. .beholders 


With alloniſument. 


— 


CHAP. the Pope's army, became Earl of Lei. 


11. 
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ceſter; Henry beſtowing upon him 


the honours and eftates of his father, 
his brother Almaric having renounced 


his right. Henry ſeemed emulous i» 


exceed his power of giving, in tender- 
Ing ſervices to this young favorite: 
among the encircling ſplendor, with 
which he was honoured, he received 
the king's ſiſter in marriage. But this 


| exalted ſtation did not protect him 


from the ſhafts of envy. The eminent 
diſtinctions of princes, experience 


ſhews, often creates Jealouſy, and its 


{uccef{or vindictive hatred. 


THIS marriage made the Barons ex- 


claim bitterly againſt, Henry, who 
were before but upon 111 terms with 


their prince. The firſt attempts they 
made to remove this favorite were le- 
velled at Leiceſter, who, at firſt ſup- 
ported aunfelt by the king's favour 

and 


F Lei. 
him 
ther, 
anced 
us 10 
nder- 
rite ; 
with 
21ved 
this 

him 
nent 
ence 


d its 


EARL of LEICESTER 


and authority ; but he ſoon diſcover-C HA . 


ed that the fickleneſs of a weak prince's 
power could not long prote& him 


againſt the united force of a diſaffect- 


ed people. Poſſeſt of the art of pleaſ- 
ing, the young Earl ftrove by conde- 


ſcenſion and complaiſance to gain the 


affections of the powerful Barons, 


which eventually gained the eſteem of 
all ranks of people. 


Tu behaviour of the king after- 


wards proved the juſtneſs of Leiceſter's 


conjectures, but not before he had 


I procured a great reputation as a ſoldi- 


er in Guienne, where he had been ſent 
by Henry. 
that country created him enemies. 
The Archbiſhop Ty 
brought a charge againſt him for hav- 
ing ill treated ſome lords there, which 
the carl cleared himſelf of to the ſa- 
tisfaction of the king, A. D. 1252. 

Vor. I. 


Leiceſter's conduct in 


of Bourdeaux 


But 


11. 
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CH AP, gut the increaſing popularity of Lei- 
ceſter made Henry determined to cru 


him, upon a renewal of the Biſhop' 
application for that purpoſe. He or- 
dered him to be tried by the peer, 
Leiceſter, though aſtoniſhed #trhe ſud. 


den change of the king, loſt no time 


In procuring friendſhip amongſt the 
nobility, who readily acquited him, 
The king being highly offended at this 
decifion, dropped ſome expreſſions in- 
jurious to the accuſed. The earl, ef 
a temper not the moſt ſubmiſſive, bold- 
ly called upon the king to reward him 
for his ſervices, as he had formerly 
promited, Henry, with ſome heat, 


replied, I do .not think myſelf obliged iu 


keep my word with a traitor, The im- 


petuous Leiceſter told him, be lied: 


aud were he not a king he would make hin 


cat his words, and after ſome other au- 


dacious expreſſions, added, that it wa; 


hard te believe ſuch a prince was a chi 
N ian 


EARL of (LEICESTER 


5 tian, or bad ever been at conf 72 on. Yes, 


cruth 
hop's nd have been at confeſſion. ¶ hat ſigni- 


e ore W's confeſſron returns the earl, without 


anſwered” the king, I am a chriſtian, - 


35 
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eers, Nebentance? I never repented any thing 
ind. % much, ſaid the king, as the beflowing 
time B favours on one who has ſo little grati- 
- the e, and ſo much ill manners. Such an 


him, 
t this 
$ in- 


, of 


world cannot produce. Yet ſtrange 
as it may appear, this quarrel was fo 


inſtance of freedom from a ſubje@ to 
a king, perhaps, the hiſtory of the 


old. far made up as for Eeiceſter to be ad- 
him mitted into ſome degree of authority 


erly ſoon afterwards, 


tn MoxnTroRT, Whoſe mind ſoared 
far above ſervile compliance, was per- 


2 fectly averſe to obey the illegal dic- 
Ii Dutes of Henry; and ſupported by the 
au- Iplaudits of an injured people, he rouſ- 
d Ded them to redreſs their intolerable 


priſe grievances, He every where com- 


tial 


FR: 


CHAP. « plained of the violation of the great 


FER 


him his greateſt enemy, ae bort 


day as the king was SoIng to the tower 


; the king he bed not be afraid for the 
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Charter, The king, in conſequence 
of the reſtleſs diſpoſition of his people, 
ſuffered them to appoint twelve lords, 
of which the Earl of Leicefter was 
made preſident, to ſettle] (with twelve 
whom he ſhould appoint,) the differ- 
ence between him and his ſubjects. 
This ended in ratify ing the great 
Charter. The king, now a ſubjeR as 
it were to Montfort's will, conſidered 


took an opportunity, which offered, 
to inform the earl of his opinion, One 


by water, a violent ſtorm of thunder 
and lightning obliged him to land at 
the firſt ſtairs he arriv'd at, which 
were thoſe of Durham- Houſe, where 


the Earl of Leiceſter then reſided. On 
his landing, the earl received his roy- 
al gueſt with marks of reſpect, telling 


* ſtorm 


EARLof LE ICE ST ER. 


aid of thunder and lightning, replied 

king with an averted look, but by 
{s head I fear thee more than all the 
uder and lighining in the world, Af. 
this Leiceſter's aſſociate, the earl 
louceſter, envying his popularity, 
uſed him of miſdemeanors, and de- 
nded a day to be fixed for —_ 


the earl of Leicefter boldly ap- 
red to make his defence, but Glou- 
er, dreading the want of evidence, 


red that affair might be adjourned, 


HE breach between the king and 
people, now began to widen by 
attempts of young Edward, the 


ons. The Barons upon this af- 
bled at Oxford, and there choſe 
the 


8 


accuſations againſt him. On that 


f Leicefter's party being too ſtrong, 


p's ſon, who endeavoured to free 
father from the impoſitions of the 


— 


rm was over. I am beyond meaſurt CHA P. 
Ws 
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en Ar the. earl of Leiceſter general of their 
army; who made himſeff maſter of 
ſome ſtrong places, and advanced to-“ 
wards 3 The king, finding 
himſelf unable to oppoſe his power, a. 
greed to confirm the Charters in ful 
extent, A. D. 1263. But theſe con- 
ceſſions of the king laſted no longer 
than there remai ned a proſpect of dan. 
ger. For the king, and kis ſon Ed. 
ward, ſoon reſolved to make another 
e to regain their former power; 
who being joined by ſeveral Barons in 
the north, procured. a conſiderable ar- 
my. Upon this, Leiceſter reſolved hi 
to hazard the fate of himſelf and na- 
tion in one decifive battle. Both ar- 
mies met at Lewis in Suſſex; and af. 


ter a battle fought with great bravery 80 
on both ſides, the ſuperior abilities of Hel 
the earl of Leiceſter was crowned not en! 
only with victory, but with the cap- vor! 

are 


ture of the king and his ſon, and _ 
7 „ 


EARL of LEICESTER. ” 39 


of the royal family, The youngCH ” P. 
prince Edward ſoon after eſcaping, re- 
newed the war, and at Everfham iur- 
o Wprized Leiceſter by ſtratagem. In this 
diſcouraging fituation he did not un- 

man himfelf, Surrounded on all fides 


yy danger he exhorted his troops to 
NS fight like men whoſe lives and liberties | 
ere at ſtake, But the advantage of 
the royaliſts gained them a complete 


__ Leiceſter and his ſon Henry 
vere both ſlain, The body of the 


former being found among the dead, 
vas inhumanly mangled. Flis head, 
lved rhich carl Mortimer cut off, was 
na- ent, as a cowardly token of 2 
ar- Mo vie wife, 


very SUCH was the end of the earl of 
es of (@-<iceſter, who was one of thoſe great 
eniuſes that rarely appear upon the 
vorld's theatre. If ambition had no 
are in 1 the very activo 
ſeenes 


II. 


4 
CHAP. fangs of his life. If he were governe{ſÞn 


of Auguft, 1265. 
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principally by the venerable call of 

patriotiſm, in oppaſition to tyranny, « 
the appearance of ingratitude, to alc 
prince who had loaded him with fa 
vours, vaniſheth. However be thi 
as it may, the oppoſition he made to 
a king, whoſe aim, through the courl:Þth 
of a long reign, was to eſtabliſh, up · Mus 
on the ruins of the conſtitution, an un · Ino 


controuled ſupremacy, will tranſmitÞþre: 
the name of Montfort, to the friend 


of freedom, glorious to the lateſt age, 
He has been reputed by ſome impiou 
for having dared to oppoſe his ſove- 
reign, but it ſhould be remembered that 
he reſcued from eternal oblivion, the 
grand charters of our boaſted happi- 
neſs ; at the price of his fortune, fa- 
mily, and life, —He was killed the 4t 


ALLEN de Zovucn. ||, 


Or the family of the Zouches, for- 
mer 


A MAIDEN. 


rerned 
all of 
ann), 
to ale certain perſons held their lands. An 
th fa-ſþltercation happening, in Weſtmin- 
e thiſer-hall, between him and the earl of 
ide Warren, who was ſummoned among 
-ourſſÞthers to appear there. A trifling 
„ up · Nuarrel at the beginning produced the 
in un · Nnoſt rancorous hatred in the earl's 
inſmit 
71ends 
age, 
pious 
ſove- 
d that 
„ the 
api. 
s 2h 
e 4th 


vas choſen by Henry, among others, 


ed him, of which he died ſoon after.h 
A MAIDEN 


Is Leiceſter, who died in that 
Jace, A. D. 1225, was ſhut up for 
he ſpace of ſeven years before her 
eath ; and in all that time taſted of 
o ſuſtenance, either of meat or drink, 
xcept the ſacrament of bread and 


5 + Wks: 1 - - 


2 commiſſioner, to enquire by what ti- 


reaſt, who drew his ſword and ſtab- 


Vor. II. F wine 
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o 
** 


merly lords of AM del-Zouk/ H AP. 
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CHA b. * wine, ED ſhe received only o on each 


1. fabbath day. 5 
SAP-COT, 


Was the refidents of Ralph Baſſet, 
knight, who was ſummoned to narkis- 
ment amongſt the Barons, in the-49th 
year of this reign, being one of tlie 


firſt ſummonſes that was ever made by 


writ. 
"BE DKAVE 


Was the inheritance of Baron de 
Seagrave, who was one of the firſt Ba- 


rons, ſummoned by writ. It is alſo 


remarkable for being the birth place of 
Gilbert Seagrave, who derived his 
name and original from that place. 
1has learned man was educated at Ox- 

ford, 


1 ; M. Paris, This ftory, I apprehend, 
will meet with but very few believers, in an 


286 which hath exploded religious tricks. 


* 


each 


ſſet, 
rlia- 


2 


the Chriſtians by che Jews. 
A. D. 1253. 


| ROBERT GROSTHE AD. 


ford, where he' was much eſteemedC H AP. 


for his natural, and acquired endow- 
ments. He was made provoſt of St. 
Sepulchre's in York ; and afterwards 
raiſed to the ſee of London. He di- 
ed A. D. 1317. „ 


ROBERT GROSTHEAD, 


Tur famed Archdeacon of Leiceſ- 
ter, flouriſhed in this reign. He wrote 


two hundred books which were held in 


the higheſt eſtimation. - Not theſe on- 
ly, but his virtues have deſervedly aſ- 


| liſted to hand down his name to poſ- 
terity, 


He was conſecrated Biſhop, of 


Lincoln in the twentieth year of this 


reign. He tranſlated out of the Greek, 


the Teſtament of the twelve Patri- 
archs, which was long with-held from 
He died 
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CHAP. CHARTER. 


“ haveſeen,” ſays Mr. Cart, x «A 
& Charter of Simon de Montfort, da- 
cc ted 30th. of Henry III; whereby 
it appears, that the law called Bo- 
rough of Engliſh, in which the 
© youngeſt ſon was heir to his father, 
ce took place in this town,” 1. e. Lei- 


ceſter: © but at the petition an d with 
the conſent of all burgeſſes he o rdain- 


ed, © Quod omnes flir primogeniti 
« de legitimo mat rimonio in—villa 
cc Leyces et ejus ſuburbis poſt mortem 
6 patris eorum hæreditatem paternam 
c et habitationem pacifice, &c. de 
© utero habeant et obtineant, et fine 


eis hæredes de utris legitimi.” . 


CHAP, 


1 V. St. Martin“ * 


That all the daughters of the fit born 
ſen in the Town of Leiceſt r, and its ſub- 


urbs, lan fully begotten, may obtain, after 


their father's death, his inheritance, and 
habitation pe: .ceabl\, &c. from their birth; 
and i in default of ſuch iſſue, the law ful heirs 


ale, according to birth. 


han 
Eg 


E DWARD I 45 
— — RITES” = Gs = HA p. 
5 12. 
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,,, | Tatceſterſbire. imond- 8 
ham —-Caſtie Donnington—- Edmund, 


«a 
da- 
eby 


o- 

the Farl of Leiceſter. 

EDO Wan - 

1th ON the death of his 3 


in- 


_ took poſſeſſion of the throne · 
nit 


e was extremely affiduous in ob- 
illa aning a knowledge of the conſtituti- 
em n of the country he was called to 
am Fovern. He annexed the principality 
de f Wales to the crown of England, 
ine Ind gave his eldeſt ſon the title. of 
rince of that country, which has been 
ontinued to his ſucceſſors ever fince. 
Diſcovering that the Jews were prey- 
g upon his ſubjects, in the capacity 
t uſurers, he expelled thoſe money 
ealers his dominions ; and ſeized all 
tn; cir immoveable eſtates. He held 
eine | | N the 


45 


HA P, the balance of power in Europe, an 


12. 


was often embroiled in eontentior 
with the Pope, about the unſettled af 


9 


expedition againſt that country, in th 


ſour. hundreds, viz. Goſcote, Gut! 


his country joined to his abilities, have 


axt 
employed the vaſt ſums of money hq, 


raiſed, for th e aggrandizement of Hur 
crown and people. His wars wit 
France were not always ſuceeſsful. H 


Int 
rhi 
fairs of Scotland. He died upon: 


ſixty-ninth year of his age, and thi 
ty-fifth of his reign. 2 


. LEICESTERSHIRE: een 


In this reign - it-was divided in 


_ Taxi Je 

| | Pure. 

m Few, if in anv Britiſh kings, were uf 

ted ſo much bodily ſtrength, nice diſcempf th 

ment, and majeſtic preſence as in Edward Hpuilt 

| Who has been ever reputed an ornament 0 2 
regal dignity. His knowledge of thelay: * 

( 


ven him the title of the Engliſh Juſtinian 
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„ anflanton, Framland, and Gartree, AndCH AP. 
ey kein the reign of Edward the third, the I 2 
of liiuncred of Guthlaxton was A | 
witifhnto Sparkenhoe, and that diviſion 

I. H@rbich now retains its former name. 

nt1or ; a | | 

od of WIMONDHAM, 
on: 5 
in th 


th 


ABouT the thirty-ſecond year of 
bis reign, Mr. John Hamelin ob- 
ained a grant from the king, for:a 
narket and fair to be held there; bus 
hey have been long diſuſed. | 


CASTLE DONNINGTON. 


Joan Lacy, Earl of Lincoln, pro- 
ured a like grant for this place, which 
as alſo been long diſcontinued. One 
ff the Bellamonts, Earl of Leiceſter, 
built here a large caſtle, which fell in- 
luna ruinous ſtate, till Euſtatius, Con- 
ave table of Cheſter, a deſcendant of the 

nian-ſÞbove named earl of Lincoln, rebuilt 
: A, 


gent 
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CHAP.jt. The.caſtle and the park, wer, = 
7%  purchaſcd in the reign, of queen Eliza. 
beth, by George earl of Huntingdon, 
who. ade une the caſtle, and built in I 22 
the park a handſome ſeat; which has 
continued the principal e of that , 
family ever ſince, 


EDMUND. 


an the. death of Simon de 
Montfort, was created by his father 
| Henry III, earl of Leiceſter, beſides 
| poſſeffing the honours and eftates of 
| this earldom, he was earl of Lancaſter 
and Derby, He died in Bayonne in 
France, in the twenty Fourth hn of 
this reign, 


| „ CHAP. 
| 8 : 


EDWARD —_— 
ere ,, 


13. 
" CHAP. XIII. ; 
in ¶ Eduard II — Thomas, Earl of Leiceſ= 
has . gſeley eſt- Lang= | 
that 201 | | 1 
E D W 4 R D II, 

EGAN his reign with vaſt ad- 1 . 

de vantages, both political and per- — 


cher ſonal, but he ſoon loſt that adoration 
idea which was at firſt paid him by his peo- 
of ple, by reſtoring his favorite Gaveſton, 
ſter a man obnoxious, not only to the peo- 
> in ¶ ple but to his father, the late king, who 
r of had baniſhed him. He loaded this 
unpopular exile, on his return, with 
fuch diſtinguiſhed honours, that the 
people, Beads by the Earl of Lan- 
caſter, flew to arms, took Gaveſton 
priſoner, and beheaded him. He had 
an inglorious war with the Scots, but 
Vo II. gained 


AP. 
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Who ſoon formed a criminal converſe with her 


life by the common ways at flaughter, po fon, 


| but alas | ſhocking to reJate, his eflaſhvs, 
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C F A F. gained a complete victory over his out 


ſubjects, who had taken up arms 2. 
gainſt him. Soon after which his queen, | 
a moſt profligate woman, raiſed a fore: I Dei 
and compelled her haſband to abdicate I ath 

the crown in favour of his ſon, a 
youth cf fifteen years old. And not 
ſatisfied with this baſe act, cauſed her $92 
huſband to be murdered. ig 
THOMAS 


ples. 
f vi; 
hie 

* Roger Mortimer who” had been taken Hou 
pliſoner at the defeat of the ant iroyaliſts. wa WMij1 a 
placed a priſoner under the care of the Queen; Mic; 
hers 
here 
vard 
f col 
avou 
im 1 
is pe 
ave | 
roma 
ut b 
er, t 


captive. Theſe two with the addition of 
ſome French troops, 10 a party they had raiſed, 
formed, and executed their defign of waffen 
the king a piiſoner. And now dealed againſt 


the calls of virtue. compaſſion, ami affection, 
the witz of a cap'ive king, to complete ber 


ound of vice, for med the project, and inſti uft- 
er! the hire 1uthans who were to be his mut 
ders And could I ſay he was d: prived of 


or the dagger, our aſtoviſhment might cenſe; 


v7] 


while 


aken 


Wat 
een; 
n her 
Mn of 
uſed, 
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tion, 
ber 


uct. 


ul 


of 


ſon, 
-1ſe,; 
{(h'"s, 
nile 


FART. of LEICESTER. 
THOMAS, 


EARL of Leiceſter, o Lancaſter, 
Derby and Lincoln, ſucceeded his 


ather, Edmund, in honours and 


eſtates 


chile at 1eft, ſuddenly covered him with a 


rather bed, and to prevent the cries and ſtrug. 
ples which nature ever makes againſt the hand 


f violence, preſſed him down with the bed, 

hie otters forced a horn pipe up his 3 
mough which they thruſt a red hot iion- rod, 
ll death depriv'd him ef thoſe piercing groang 
rhich drew no pity from his inhuman but- 


hers — This was done at Berkley-Caſtle, 


here Edward was priſoner. None of Ed- 
rard's predeceſſors were greater encouragers 
f commerce; but he was ſo much addicted to 
aourites that they in ſever i inſtances, led 
im into ſanguinary meaſures. Had he loved 
is people with the ſame affection, they would. 
ave protected him from the injuries of a ci uel 
roman, and,his laſt unparralleled ſufferings. 
ut be had for feited that eſteem which is - 
er the reſult of affection and mer ey. 


This ear! Burn tian omitted, 


gr 


CHAP. 
bY 


0 H A \P * 1 thirty years after his fa. 
10 


great intereſt When the domeſtic 


had” been inſtructed to claim the earl's 


in Us an, from a diſlike to her 
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ther's death, This ear], like his fa- 
ther, ſoon became exceeding popular, 
and his extenſive poſſeſſions gave him udę 


troubles of this reign firſt broke out, 
he entreated, and at laſt boldly de- 
monded of the king, no longer to in- 
dulge the dickates of an unbecoming 
fancy, in foſtering an undeſerving fa- 
yorite, The k nx not brooking this 
reproof, and having an enmity a- 
gainſt this earl, found means in the 
year 1317 to be revenged. Whilft the 
earl was abſent from court, a certain 
knight, called Sir Richard St. Martin 


wife, who was an heireſs, but a baſe 
woman. His petition ſet forth, that 
he had carnally known her, and had 
heen promiſed marriage by her. The 
Countess, wo had previouſly engaged 


Huſband, 


EARL, of LEICEST E R. 


s fa. Nuſband, ſhamefully conſoles; thatC = 
1] 5» 


fa - the aſſertions ſet forth in the petition: 
Har, rere true: upon which ſhe was ad- 
him udged to the knight with all her 
ſtic eſtate. ? An injury manifeſtly of 
out, the king's. contrivance raiſed a general 
de- Imurmur and indignation againſt che 
in- Wing. Edward within the ſame year 
ing Ppeing humbled a little from the con- 
fa- MWcmpt ſhewn. him by his people, and 
this Neeing the uncommon reſpect given to 
a- the earl, made the king defirous of ob- 
the Ntaining bis friendſhip, which was ef- 
the ected by the pope's aſſiſtance: the 


ain Ning and the earl met by appointment 
tin In a plain near Leiceſter, where they 
rl's. 


aſe 


moſt cordial manner. 


hat 

oy New troubles brats out ſoon after,. 

1 between the king _ the people, the 
od | carl 
ter p Hiſtorians 1eport that Rickad was A man · 
ad, pf extreme ill figure, and low in ſtature. 


mbraced and kiſſed each other in the 


83 
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' CHAP: carl was at the head of the latter, who ſþis bi 
growing weak by faction, and ſome ollat 
diſaſters that are common to wars, he 2th. 

Was obliged to retire with his reduced 
party into the north, expecting pro- | 
tection from the Scots. Haſty as was iſ A 
his flight; the royal army overtook 
him, and being unable to bring his Nue 
ſoldiers-to an engagement, took ſanc- 
tuary in a chapel, where, looking up 
to a erucifix, he exclaimed, “Good 
Lord, I render myſelf to thee, and 
put my truſt in thy mercy.” From 
hence he was dragged, and being ſtript 
almoſt naked, he was pelted with dirt, 
and after being contemptuouſly array- 
ed was carried to Pôntefract Caſtle, 
where, when the king arrived, he was 
ordered to be tried by a few Peers that 
were preſent, - who condemned him to 
be drawn, hanged, and quartered as a 
traitor. The king, out of reſpect to 
his 


LEICESTER, &&. 35 
his birth cave this ſentence to © oY P. 


ollation, which was executed on the 
25th. of March the ſame year. 9 


'LEIETES TER. 


A Parliargent was holden there, 
June 24th. 1317.—--And in 1327, 


he villain Mortimer and the ac- 


complices of the cruel conſort of the 


unfortunate 


q Before he was: e he was dragged 
rd inſulted by the ſoldiery. He was buried 
n the Priory Church at Pontefract. He was 
| ſuch high eſtimation of the people that he 
as.confidered a martyr to the cauſe of liberty, 
is tomb was ſurrounded by numbers who be- 
vec miracles were-wrought there. The king 


ondon to top, if poſſible, the ſuperſtition of 
he people, who were conſtantly atprayers be- 
016 the earl's pifture, which was hung up in 


ing, the church, where he was buried, was 
wt up for ſome time. 


as obliged ftriftly to command the Biſhop of 


dt. Paul's church. And by the order of the 


* 4 1 * n 


Tz 
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: £ HA P. unfortunate Edward II, came to Lei. 


13. 


ceſter with the horrid purpoſe ot re. 
venge; created by the noble oppoſiti. 
on made by the earl of Lancaſter to 


their diabolical proceedings. They 


plundered that place, and took away 


the valuable moveables, and not {a+ 
tisfied with theſe malignant practices, 


extended their depredations to that 


_ -earl's poſſeſſions in the neighbourhood, 


"whence. they carried all the valuable, 


of the harmleſs villagers. 
NOE E V, 


Is a village memorable for being the 


reſidence of the family of Martival, 


from whom ſprang Roger de Martival, 
knight, He was archdeacon of Lei- 
ceſter, next dean of Lincoln, and af 


terwards biſhop of Saliſbury, 1315: 


He founded a college here for a war- 


den, and a certain number of brethren 
dedicated to St. Mary, He died in 


the 


WEST LAN GT ON. 


thers remained in charge paid to the 
incumbents of the college, by penſi - 
on. To John Eſton and John Revel 
5]. each, and to William Boſworthe 
and to Dennis Spenlowe * 138. 4d. 


each. 


WEST LAN GT ON. 


Tuovon but a ſmall pariſh, is fa- 
mous for being the birth place of 
two great men. One of whom was 
Walter de Langton. He was honour - 
ed, by Edward I. with the biſhoprick 
of Litchfield and Coventry ; and was 


the ſucceeding reign.— A, D. 1553,C HAP. 


13. 


ſo highly 1 in favour with his royal maſ- 
ter, as to be made, by him, Lord 


High Treaſurer of England. But af- 
ter the death of that prince, he was 


inſulted and ſhamefully treated by his | 


fon and ſucceſſor, Edward the ſecond, | 


who in the end impriſoned him becauſe 
Vor. II. — We he 


— 


i 
| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
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EH AP he gently reproved him for his ex- 
23. travagancies, and ſome 1nfults he had 


pan upon the memory of his father, 


Tur pope, knowing of the wealth 
ot the fallen prelate, liſtened to ſonic 
injurious tales fabricated for the pur- 
poſe of his purchaſing his liberty with 
money, which, in the end, he wa 
compelled to do with an enormous 
ſum, He lived ſome few years after 
in peace, and died 1321. He enjoyed 
the ſee twenty - five years, in which 
time he expended. conſiderable ſums 

in improving the buildings of the ca- 
” thedral ; which he endowed with a 

confiderable property. = 


Tux other was Thomas de Lang- 
ton, who flouriſhed in the reign of 
re IV. He was educated in Lon- 
con and became a carmelite there. He 


wrote a book of the ordinary acts of 
| the 


the 
the 
dv 


the 


WEST LANGTON. y 
the carmelite friars, another calledC HA P; 
the trial of Henry Cramp, doctor in 13 


divinity, and one againſt the Errors of 
the ſaid doktor. 


OA 


1. ——uꝛꝛv—— 
een A p. Irv. 


Edward III. — Folvile—Rithandis By- 
rey, Robert de Leiceſter, — Poultney.— 
| Ratcliff. — Harby, —Lubenham,— Cu- 
ley, —Hevil. —Wickliff — Morton, 
Appleby, —Eari, and Duke of Lancaſ. 
ter. — Hoſpital, and Collegiate Church 
in Leiceſter, —St. Jobn's Hoſpital, —- 
Markets obtained for Grooby, Mal 
tham, —Wimeſwould, and Aſhby-de-la- 
 wouch, —IWoodbouſe. — Mortalities ir 
Leiceſter, —I alter W ynkbern. 


EDWARD II. 


N the exaltation of the young frei 
prince to the throne; of his mur— 


dered father, the parliament appointed 
a regency of twelve perſons to goveriſſſrac 
during his infancy. When he aſſumedM 
the reigns of government he retaliated 


the murder of his father, in ſon 
meaſure ” 


EDWARD II. 
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—meaſure, upon the black contri deli of AP. 


that horrid deed. Afterwards he in- 
vaded France, where he gained im- 
B mortal © honour at the renowned bat- 


1ey.- tle of Creſſy, where the gallic legion? 


ci vere taught to dread the power of the 
1. Britiſh arms. 


Scotland, who had raiſed an army and 
zal billaged the borders of this kingdom, 
-was taken priſoner by Philippa, queen 


invaders. | 


oungſreign, was the battle of Poictiers, 
mur: where the prince of Wales, commonly | 
intelMealled the black prince, gained a mi- 


the F reach king 9 r 


Nx an the fame time David, king of 


to Edward, who had procured a force, 
in the king? 8 abſence, to repel chens 


Tax moſt memorable event, of this 


aculous, immortal, victory, and took. 
Tree. 


aſure The e of this young prince's 


conduct, 


14 


. Tur death of this king happened 
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Iril 


cenduct, to his royal captive, ought ever to be 
recorded as a leſſon to a conquering ſoldier.— 
The evening after the bittle the captive king, 
ſupping in the prince of Wales's tent, entreat- 
ed the prince to fit down and ſup with him, 
which he declined, endeavouring ali he ceuld 
to make his captivity as agreable as poſſible, 
During their converſation - together, the king 
complaining at his fate, as his numbers in the 
field had exceelled ſix times thoſe of Edward's 
and he himfelf. had ſought witk great ardour. 
“ You have one great reaſon,” replied the 
prince, to be comforted, that the battle was 
«not loſt by your fault. The 'Englith have 
* found to their coft, that you was the brayeſt 
« of princes, God has diſpoſed of the victory. 
c And if your ill fortune has thrown you into 
«your preſent trouble, you may at leaſt 
4 reſt aſſured that an inviolable regard ſhall be 
c paid to your perſon, and you ſhall find in 
C me a very reſpedful relation; if I may be 
« allowed to glory in that title.” Theſe ſen- 
timents from one but twenty five years o Id, 
melted the king into tears, who turning ** 
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ned 


the 
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EDWARD III. 


mince Edward, his ſon, whom he lo- 
ed with the repderefi affection. 
” 'To 


3 deſtiny to be vanquiſh'd and taken, it 
is a great comfort, in his mis'ortnnes, that 
he had not behaved himſelf unworthily ; and 
is fallen into the hands of ſo valiant and be 
erous a prince. | 


[The reign of this Edward was the moſt 
lo ious which we. megt with in the Engliſh 


miration through every ſtate in Europe. Nor 
as he leſs diſtinguiſhed by his domeſtic go- 


ernment: never did a king he{tcw his favours 


ith more judgment; the worthy was never 
fered to go away unrewarded, and that in 
e molt affable and obliging manner. He 
1s ever the ſure friend of the unfortunate. 


t his own briliiant character was much 


igntened by the valour, mo-leſtv, and "= 
bty of his illultrious ſon. 

Ie this reign the uſe og Is dec was in- 
due ed. : 


'f to the prince, ſaid, % That ſince ii waz, 


mals. His victories had ſpread dread and 
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CHAP To be the biographer of thoſe great 
14 men, who flouriſhed about this time, ¶ ch 
natives, or inhabitants of this county, mi 
would well become the pen of the 2. N de 
bleſt writer. For few are the diviſi.¶ bit 
ons of this extenſive kingdom, which ad 
have produced a greater number of e- ¶ ju 
minent characters, within the period we 
we are about to diſplay, than LEI- I th 
CES TERSHIRE. One of which ha wt 
a name which muſt tranſcend with time. W 


na 

WILLIAM FOL vIL E. mi 

F 

Ar Aſhby-F olvile, a village in this > 
county was born William Folvile, 2½ in 


franciſcan friar, educated at the uni- 
verſity of Cambtidge: who afterwardiMl = 
= - became one of the warmeſt advocate: tr 
iſ. for his profeſſion, He took a forward H 
= part in the controverſy which was in 
1 Warmly debated in this reign. D. 
= pueris induendis, that is, whether 
Il D . children 


great 
time, 
unty, 


LC 2 


1vifi- 


vhich 
fe- 
eriod 
LEI 
1 hay 
time, 


Y 
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RICH ARD de BURY. 


might be admitted into monaſtical or- 
ders. Many parents reproached with 


bitter invectives, againft theſe zealous 


adyocates of their profeſſion. They 


judiciouſly - complained,. that they 


were cheated of their children, before 
their minds were ripe to diſtinguiſh 


whether their inclinations, hereafter, 


would ' ſuit the recluſe life of a mo- 


naſtic, which often made their lives 
miſerable in their more mature ages. 


Folvile, with more warmth than rea- 


ſon, maintained the lawfulneſs of it, 


in wp particular, 


He alſo wrote a: 3 ſor the in- 


ſtruction of youth going into orders. 
He died, and was buried at Stamford 

in Lincolnſhire, A. D. 1344. 
RICHARD de BURY. 


Tux manor of Willoughby*Wa- 
Vor. II. 1 


terleſs, _ 
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children under the age of eighteea, CH A. 


14. 
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ones, was long the nee ol 
| the ancient family of Angerville, of 
whom Sir Richard, knight, lord of 
this manor, had Richard, who taking 
holy orders called himſelf Richard de 


14 
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Bury. This Richard was educated at 


Oxford, and ſoon became diſtinguiſh- 
ed among the men of literature in 


thoſe times. He was, very early in 


life, made tutor to prince Edward, 
afterwards Edward III. who had no 
ſooner obtained the royal dignity, 


than he diſtinguiſhed him by particular 


favours. He firſt made. him his cof- 
ferer, then treaſurer of his wardrobe, 
and lord privy ſeal ; in which office 


> 2 += 7x 


thei Jean of Wells, and laſtly, bi- 
ſhop of Durham, lord chancellor, 
and lord high treaſufer of England. 

He was thought to be the greateſt 
reader in his time, and was ſaid to 
| ihaye more books In his library, mo 
al 


4 


ROBERT de LEICESTER. | 


built a library at Oxford, and en- 
riched it with his own books. 


ROBERT de LEICESTER. 


In the year 1348 died at Litchfvld 


Robert de Leicefter, a native of Lei- 


ceſter, and a ſtudent at Oxford. He 
became a franciſcan friar at Latch- 
field, and a great divine; and eſteem- 


ed in a particular manner by his pa- 
tron, the biſhop of Hereford, He 
wrote many books, whoſe merit 
gained him the reputation of a good 
writer, and ſchool- man. 


Sir JOHN POULTNEY. 


MisTERTON, ft is notable, that 
about 


: This is a ſmall village in this county, 


formerly very famous for its particular breed 


of Rabbits, which were ſent to London in 


| 4 


all the biſhops of England taken to-C WAY. 


gether. He died A. D. 13455 having, 


great 7 
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5 P. about the beginning of this reign Sir 
John Poultney, knight, born at a 
place called Poultney, within the 
lordſhip of Miſterton, which is new 
decayed, poſſeſſed the greateſt part of 
this manor. This Sir John became 

a famous citizen of London. He be- 

ing honoured, no leſs than four times, 

by the high office of lord Mayor of 

the city of London. His ample for- 
tune, which he had ſo reputably ac- 
quired, enabled him to build a college 

to the honour. of Jeſus, or Corpus 
Chriſti, for a maſter and ſeven chap- 
lains, in St. Lawrence church in 
Cand'e-week-ftreet, London, the 20th 

of Edward III; which church af ter- 


„ wards took the name of Lawrence 
Poultney. He alſo built the church 
: OO * of 


great abundance; where they were prefer 
ved before all others which were taken 


there, 


Jin London, where he was buried. 


among his order, that he was ad- 


e He wrote ſeveral books, 


THOMAS RATCH TFF. 6 


of Allhallows the leſs, in Thames - C HA P. 

ſtreet, and the monaſtery of White- 4 

Friars in the city of Coventry, and a | 
hapel on the north ſide of St. Paul's 


Je was a great benefactor alto to 
St. Giles's hoſpital by Holborn, 
and gave conſiderable legacies to the 
adigent of almoſt every denominati- 
on. The priſoners of the metropolis. 
had fingular relief from his bountiful 
band. He died A. D. 1349. 


THOMAS RAT CLIF P. 


RATCLIFFP on the Wreke, former- 
ly the manor of lord Baſſet of Dray- 
on, is noted for being the birth place 
of Thomas Ratcliff, who being bred ang 
luguſtin Monk, became ſo eminent 


anced to an high degree in Leiceſter 


among 


e ME MOI RS,. . 


GH AP. among which were lectures in divini 
14+ ty, and a book of ſermons. He di 
; about the year 1370. | 


JEFFERY' de WARBY, 


Is Harby, a ſmall village ancienth 
the demeſne of lord Delaware, wa 
born that very pious and good man, 
Jeffery de Harby. From - ſchool he 

was taken to Oxford, where he made 
ſach progreſs in his ſtudies, that he 
was, early. in life, made provincial « 
the Auguſtin Monks there; and 
confeſſor to his ſovereign Eden 
III, who afterwards choſe him of the 
privy council. His prudence and 
ſound judgment in - political matters 
added to his pious depertment in re- 
ligious concerns, made him highly eſ- 
teemed. But what is rare to be found, 
as he grew more in fayour, he became eca 
the leſs ambitious. Altho' poſſeſſed 

ef the eſteem of his prince, he con- 
Kant!y 


WILLIAM de LUBENHAM. 7 


vini. 


3 lantly rejected the mitered . pre- C H AP. 
died 


erring a more humiliating ſtate, as 
he ſhow of dignity.—Mlay we not 
v dmire the firmneſs of a man, ſur- 
Pounded with all the gay pageantry of 
ent" illuſtrious court, and allured by 
one of 1ts.enticing charms: ſeeming- 

y invulnerable againſt the Hattering 
ell of oſten tation —-He wrote a 
ook in praiſe. of poverty ag ft Ar- 
achanus. He died in Ln and 
as bur ied in the aſus Friars 
urch there 1361. 
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man, 
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WILLIAM de LU BENHAM. 


AT another ſmall village, called Lu- 
:nham, was born that eminent el 5 
"Moſopher and divine, William de L 

enham. He was educated at he | 
und, niverſity of Oxford, and afterwards 
cameſhecame a whito-friar or carmelite at 
oventry, His merit there did not 


NS 


et-( 
' © HAP. long eontinue unrewarded! his ami. 1. J 
OP able charaQer was ſo conſpicuous, iſ -* 


that he was choſen the chief of that 
order, which diſtinguiſhed office he 
held till he died, which happened in 
1361. He wrote a book of ordinary] 
queſtions, and another upon Ariſtotle's Nef 
i poſteriors. About this time William Fn 
1 Baude, lord of this town, obtained Hue 
=» from ab crown, liberty of a market 
| | and falf to be kept annually at Lu-ſ= 
benham ; but 8 5 TVS Toe long aue 
diſuſed. | red 


B. ARTHOLOMEW CULEY, Sl 


- Was born at Rateliff Culey, a 
village in this county, noted for being 
his birth place. He was brought up 

in Oxford, where he became a great - 

ſtudent in philoſophy, and a keen 2 
diſputant. He wrote ſome diſputati- ki 


| os. and two books, De Generatione, 
| 0 
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ROBERT WEVIL, 


et Cor ru ptione 


reign ; but when he died is uncer- 


tan. 
ROBERT WE VII, 


BrsHoe of Saliſbury, was a rative | 
(f Stanton- Wevil in this county, his 
inceſtors inhabited here during a long. 
ſucceſſion of time; and are "ad to 
ave been a worthy and wealthy fa- 
mily. At the inftigation of Philippa, 
queen to Edward III, the pope prefer- 
red him to the ſee of Saliſbury, A. D. 
Writers have ſpoken but indif- 
terenly of his abilities. He was not 
lificient in mental qualifications only, 


132 


lay they, but his body was very much. 


gy” inſomuch that Walſingham 
lay's, that had the pope ſeen him, as well 
as feit him, he would not have raiſed ſo 
unfit a man to ſo great dignity, He held 
his ſee forty-five years, in the courſe. 


He flouriſhed in misc HA. 


ME MOIRS, &e- 


* 


oe HAP. of which time, he ſued William Mon- 
14+ tacute, car! of Saliſbury, in the year 


1355, for the caſtle of Saliſbury. The 
earl choſe to decide this important 
quarrel by the ſword, but the king 
prevented it. He at laſt agreed to give 
the earl 2 500 marks for it. He allo 
recovered the wood of beer and caſtle 
of Sherburn which had been taken 
from his predeceſſor, Roger, by king 
Stephen. Such ſervices did this pre- 
late render his ſucceſſors, from his te- 
nacious regard to the rites of his holy 
function, that he has not uadeſerved- 

ly a place here. He died September 
4th. 1375, and was buried in the choir 
of his church. 


JOHN WICELIF F. 


« Tys friends of truth, and of li- 
ce berty (ſays a celebrated writer) will 


* ever hold in the higheſt eſtimation. 


ce thoſe illuſtrious inen who in, times 
Co 
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JOHN WICKLIFF. 


75 


« of danger, and difficulty, of igno · C H A P- 


* rance, error, and ſuperſtition, have 


„ dared to make a noble ſtand againſt 


« the uſurpations of ecclefiaſtical ty- | 
„ ranny, undaunted by the dangers 


« that ſurrounded them. Amongſt 
{© theſe worthies, John Wickliff de- 


<< ſerves the moſt diſtinguiſhed no- 


„ tice, as his unwearied labours, and 
„the manly ſpirit which he exerted, 
© in oppoſing the numerous errors 


and corruptions of the Romiſh 


church, aided by that ſuperior pe- 
« netration and ſagacity, which he 
« diſcovered in a barbarous and un- 
e lettered age, firſt paved the way 
“for that Reformation, of which we 
now enjoy the happy effects. 


« Tur religion of Jeſus (ſays the 
** fame author) which is plain, ra- 
tional, and conſiſtent, unincum- 


” bered with trifl ing and taperſlitions 
ceiemonies, 


14 


MEMOIRS, e. 


ceremonies, and calculated to pro- 
mote the beſt intereſts of mankind, 
was about the thirteenth” and four- 
teenth centuries ſo obſcured and 
disfigured, that ſcarce any traces 
of its original beauty were diſcern— 
ible. Inificad of being employed 
to advance e eee ends, to 
which it was fo admirably calcula- 


ted, it was, by the artifices of 


wicked and deſigning prieſts, mad: 


an inſtrument = un. injuſtice, 


and oppreſſion. Such was the blind 
zeal of thoſe times,” (ſays another 


ingenious writer)“ That men who 


<c 


ce 
Cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 


were familiar with crimes, that 
humanity is ſtartled at, would, at 
the hazard of their lives, defend 
the immunities of the church : 2 


conſecrated utenſil, or a donation 


made to a convent.” | 


As theſe quotations indicate, in ſome 


meaſure. 


JOHN WICKLIFF. 


yy 


pro- meaſure, the complexion of the times© H AP. 


ind, in which our Reformer lived, fo they 


ur- hkewiſe point out the immediate cauſe 
and W of Wickliff's abhorrence of that reli- 


aces W gion, which was a ſtumbling block to 
ern- weary paſſengers, defirous of attaining 


yl the haven of their future promiſed 


„ WF bliſs. To remove which, the bold 
ula- W champion, of our reformed church ſtept 
ot torth, undiſmayed at the thundering 


nad: anathemas of the church of Rome, | 
tice, and its powerful advocates here; 


lind MW whoſe -threatenings he undauntedly 


ther W diſda ined: announcing, at the ſame 
who time, the glorious goſpel truths to a 


that people enveloped in 1gnorance, bigot· 
„ ry, and ſuperſtition. 


21 Joux W1CKLIFF was bon about 


tion the year 1324, ſome where in the 
north of England, but the place of 
his nativity ſeems not to be agreed 


at 


upon by his biographers. He ſtudied 


14. 
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HAP. at Merton college, Oxford, whick 
\ 4. 


was then eſteemed one of the moi 


Jearned in Europe. From his extra- 
ordinary memory, and cloſe applica. 
tion to ſtudy, he foon became the ad- 
miration of the ſchools, where he 
-reigned unrivalled in all the ſubtle 


'diſtinMons of ſchool-drvinity. How- 
ever he ſoon left the ſoaring fancy of 


learned commentators, and choſe th: 


ſimple, but profitable way of ſtudy- 
ing the ſcriptures z uncorrupted by 
the levity of ſcholaſtic divines, whoſe 
whimfical diſplay of erudition upon 
truths the moſt AievWarig often ſerve; 
to perplex, rather than comfort the 
enquiring chriſtian, He built his 
faith upon the pure, the rocky foun- 
dation of Chrift and his Apoſtles doc- 
trine only. By thus inveſtigating 


truth he acquired the name of the e- 
vangelic doctor. Our reformer's firk 


attack 


vhich 
mot 


Xtra- 
lica- 
e ad- 
e he 
abtle 
Lows 
cy of 
e the 
udy- 
1 by 
choſe 
upon 
erves 
t the 

his 
oun- 
doc- 
[ting 
e- 
firſt 
tack 
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attack was againſt the mendicant fr -O HAP, 


us, who had imbibed the ſtrange no- 
tion, that Chriſt and his diſciples were 
common beggars, and” thats begging - 


was inſtituted by the Goſpel. Wick- 


liff deſpiſed and expoſed the lazy tri be 
o: ſupplicants, by publiſhing a trea- 
tile againſt able beggary ; ſhewing, 
that the poverty: of Chriſt, who was 
truly evangelical, and theſe debaſers 
of mankind,” were extremely different. 
In this piece he alſo infiſted that chriſ- 
trans were neceſſitated ' to labour, in 
ſome way or other, for the good of 


ſociety, and poſterity ; and that they - 


were a ſet of men ſo far from deſerv- 


ing the compafhon | of mankind, that 
they were in his opinion a diſgrace to 
religion, and human ſociety, This 
piece was deſervedly admired and ap- 
plauded by all men of ſenſe, detached 
from bigotry. By this time the uni- 
dener of Oxford began to confider - 

Wickhf - 


14- 


4 5 
& * 

£ 

* 
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CH A P. wickliff as her champion, and in con- 


ſequence of the reputation he had ac- 
quir'd, was made maſter of Baliol- 
college: and in the year 1305 was 
dN warden of Canterbury: hall, 
However he was ſoon after ejecte! 
from the wardenſhip by Langham, 
archbiſhop of Canterbury, a bi 
friend to the Papal church. Not- 
withſtanding this, he continued at 
Oxford, took a doctor's degree, and 
was elected into the Divinity-Profeſ- 


ſors chair; which afforded an oppor- 


tunity of diſplay ing his extenſive abil- 
ities, by boldly oppoſing the errors 


which had crept in, and in ſome mea- 


ſure, debaſed, the grand religion of the 
chriſtian 5 7 his lectures he ex- 
claimed againſt the monaſtic clergy, 
repreſenting them as a ſet of men who 
profeſſed to live like ſaints, but whoſe 
a varicious views had ſo degenerated 


them, that they were become a ſcan- 


dal to cheir inſtitution. 


ABouTt 


ene 


JOHN WICKLIFF. 
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AB Our this time the king being C HAP. 


upon the decline of life, the Im of 
government were in the hands of the 


duke of Lancaſter, commonly called 


John of Gaunt, u who patroniſed and 


ſecured Wickliff from the power of an 


enraged perſecuting church, brought 
him to court, and treated "FB with 


the utmoſt kindneſs, He was ſoon af- 


ter ſent upon an embaſly to the pope, 
in conjunction with the biſhop of Ban- 


gor, reſpecting the increaſing power 


of that ſupreme prelate over the Eng- 


liſh church. But meeting with no 


ſucceſs he returned, and began to ex- 
claim with ſome warmth againft 
the increaſing power of the papal ſee. 
The duke of Lancaſter, . whoſe cha- 
rafter had been traduced by the monaſ- 
uc order, for ſuccouring their bitter 


enemy, choſe not to exalt Wickliff to 
Vox. II. 8 any 


« See his lie . the end of the nextreign. 


14 
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CH AP. any conliderible-: „ in the 


14. 


church, thinking an elevated ſtation 
might expofe him the more to the ran- 
cour of his numerous foes. He there- 


fore placed him in the rectory of Lut- 


terworth, in this county. He being 
thus in a ſtate of independency, and 
pleaſed with his ſituation, he begar 
conſcientiouſly to diſcharge the duties 
of his ſacerdotal office: where, by hi, 
ſound doctrine and extraordinary men- 
tal qualifications, he ſoon gained the 
eſteem of all who were not blinded by 


| bigotry and the ſuperſtition of the 


times, | 


% In his duty prompt at every py 
„He watch! d and wept, he pray'd, and fei 
for all; 


And, as a bird each fond endearment tries, 


Jo tempt its new fledg' d ofapring to the 
ſkies ; 

« He tried each art, reprov'deach dull delar, 

« Allur dto brighter worlds, and led the wa, 

Beſide 


1 the 
ation 
ran- 
1ere- 
Lut- 
being 

and 
gar 
Uuties 
Y his 
men- 
| the 
d by 
the 


d felt 


tries, 
O the 


ſelar, 
War. 
eſide 
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: Beſide the bed where parting life was laidC H A P. 


And forrow, guilt, and pain, by turns 
diimaved; 
The reverend champion ſtood. At his 
controul, 
Deſ pair & anguiſh fied the ſtruggling ſoul. 
Comfort came down the trembling wretch 
to raiſe, 
And his laſt faultering accents whiſper'd 
praiſe. | 
* At church with meek and unaffected grace, 
His looks adorn'd the venerable place; 
Truth from his lips prevail'd with double 
ſway, 


14 


„And tools who came to ſcoff, remain'd t to 


Pray; 
„The ſervice 8 around the pious man, 


«& With ready zeal each honeſt ruſtic ran; 


+ Even children follow'd with endearing 
« wile, 
And pluck'd his gown, to ſhare the good 
man's ſmile. 
His ready ſmile a parents heart expreſt, 


Their welfare pleas'd him, and their care 


diſtreſt, 

« To them his heart, his love, his grief 
were given, 

„Bat all his. ſerious tho: 9 had reſt | in 
beaven. 


« Ag 
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C HAP. As ſome tall cliff that lifts its awful form, 


14. 


„Spells trom the vale, and midway leaves 
the ſtorm, | 
< Tho? round its breaſt the rolling clouds 
are ſpread, 
c Eternal ſunſhine ſettles on its head. 


TREsE few beautiful lines of Dr. 
Goldſmith's convey a ſtriking image of 
the manner of Wickliff's living among 
his pariſhioners at Lutterworth, ?till 


| his enemies, taking advantage of hi: 


retirement, perfecuted him with una- 
bating vigour. Having procured pro- 
per credentials from Rome, they cited 
him to appear on a fixed day before bi- 
thop Courtney, a fiery bigot, at St. 
Paul's in London. The duke of Lan- 


caſter, with lord Percv, Earl-Mar- 


{hall of England, who bad embraced 


Wickliff's opinions, attended him to 


his trial, encouraging him to firmneſs, 
When they were come to St. Paul's, 
they found an amazing croud of peo- 


ple 


FOHN WICKLIF F. 85 
orm, Iple ſurrounding the court, who wasC H AP. 
ave: then fitting, ſo that the Earl-Marſhall!l 4 
vas obliged to make uſe of his power 
to gain admittance, The biſhop an: 
court were much ſurprized at the ap- 
pearance of ſuch exalted perſonages at- 

Dr. tending upon a man, whom they in- 
re of Ntended to cruſh by their ecclefiaſtic 
100; authority. The biſhop of London was 
"tl Wo chagrined, that he peeviſhly told 
f bis me Earl-Marſhall, that if he had been 
una- Wl informed of his intentions, he ſhould have 
Pro- WW been ſtopped at the door of the church. 
ei ted I This cauſed a little altercation, with 
e bi- fome warmth, between the duke of 
St. WM Lancaſter and the biſhop. Lord Per- 
Lan- WW cy then defired Wickliff to fit down, 
Mar- To this the biſhop replied, © It is un- 
'aced IU reaſonable that a clergyman, cited be- 
n to fore his ordinary, ſhould fit down du- 


neſs. W ring his anſwer : heſhall ſtand.” *My 
aul's, lord Percy is in the right,“ ſaid the 
peo · ¶ duke of Lancaſter, and for you niy 

ple lord 


88 P. jord biſhop, you are grown fo proul 


„ -MEMOILTRS, a je 


hou! 
hey 
Ives 
vith 
his 


and arrogant, I will take care to hun- 
ble your pride; and not only you 
but that.of all the prelates in England, 
Thou dependeſt upon the credit of thy 
relations; but far from being able to 


help thee, they ſhall have enough to A 
to ſupport themſelves,” To this theWrape 
| biſhop replied. I have no confidence nra 
either in my relations, or in any mu n pc 
elſe, but in God himſelf, in whom the 


ought to truſt, and who will give me 
boldneſs to ſpeak the truth,” The dul 
 Irritated by this, and other provocati 
ons, turned to lord Percy, and ſaid v 
him, that rather than take ſuch uſa 
from the , biſhop, he would. pul 
him from his ſeat. Theſe words wer 
communicated to the multitude by ſome 
friends of the biſhop, who ftoo d near 
the duke. Upon waich diſorder enſi- 
ed accompanied with a general out cri, i 
from the people, that their biſhoy 
: . = ſhould 


hey would ſupport him with their 
ves; upon which the court broke up 
cithout taking any material ſtep in 
his affair. | 


ALTHo, Wickliff for the preſent eſ- 
aped the impending danger, yet the 


nraged biſhop no ways abated his zcal | 


i perſecuting him. Courtney, with 
dthers of the moſt violent prelates, 


rocured from the pope five bulls, three 


of which were directed to the arch- 


[hop of Canterbury, and biſhop of 
London, one to the univerſity of Cam- 


ridge, and another to the king. (Ri- 
hard II, then a minor) Theſe bulls 
ere accompanied with heretical arti- 
les, requiring thoſe biſhops to inform 


themſelves whether Wickliff announc- 
ed the doctrines contained therein; if 
o immediately to impriſon him. Not- 
withſtanding that theſe bulls -of the 


holy 


JOHN WICKLI FF. 67 


hould not fuber ſuch uſage, 4 that H AP. 
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CHAP. holy father, did not meet with a fi 
14 vourable reception at the univerſity, 
and court; the biſhops obeyed the pr 

pal mandates with eager pleaſure: ef. 
pecially the biſhop of London, who 
proceeded againſt our reformer, with 

| all that zeal which ever accompania 
religious bigots. But he was impede 


in the midſt of his fond career, on n- 
ceiving a meſſage from the duke of 


Lancaſter, forbidding him to proceed 
to impriſonment at his peril. Upon 
this Courtney was ſatisfied with citing 

him to appear on a certain day, at tie 

| palace of Lambeth, before a provinci 
=. & ſynod. 


— . %«ꝙͤ V ⏑ ꝙ ꝶ§'A . _ * _ 
. » 


Wickxrrrr appearcd on the day ap {Watu: 
pointed before his judges, with that r an 
_=_ calmneſs which beſpoke a great foul. i 
| He very deliberately anfwered ever) 
objection made againſt the articles ex- 
| hibited againſt him. Amongſt othen 
| were the following, 


| : I. Tua: 


10 HN WICKL Ir f. 839 


I. THAT he had maintained, thatC HA P. 
od could not transfer perpetual do- 145 
inion, to one man and his heirs. 


II. Ir there is 2 God, temporal 
ords may take away the temporals 
rom an offending Church. ſy 


edel III. A man cannot be excommuni- 
1 -WWated, unleſs he is firſt excommunica- 
ol by himſelf. | 


Ipo IV. No power is given by Chriſt 
ting Wo excommunicate perſons, eſpecially 
t the Wot for the ſubtraction of temporal 
inci. Wues ; but rather on the contrary. 


V. 'T18 impoſſible, even in the 
ap- Nature of God, to grant that the Pope, 
that r any other perſon who pretend to 
ſoul. Wind or looſe, ſhall, by that very act, 
very ind or looſe, 


VI. Wr ought to 3 that he 
nly binds and looſes while he con- 
drins himſelf to the law of Chriſt. 
Voi I M -\ Vie It - 


go 
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L 


the Church does offend, he is obligei V 


under pain of an tion to take away er 


in; 
tet 
Ch 


aut 


her temporals. 


WIckIIrr replied with a deliberar 
caution, but with that ſenſibility, 


which at once eradicated every notion ho 
of criminality from the minds of M ten 
rational, unprejudiced hearer : yet this 
was by no means ſatisfactory to the wh 
Biſhops. It muſt however be conteMt un 
. ſed, that the Monks and Popiſh wi. me. 
ters have laboured to blacken his chat e 
rafter on this occaſion, whom the Wie 
ſay, would have explained away witi]MdoQ 
great art and ſubtilty, opinions whia {cen 
he had before- publicly announced.-Mhc : 
Juſt as they were 1n the midſt of theiMfoor 
deliberations, the people both witbWing 
and without, who were by this tinWhe p 
converts to his amiable life, if not vMicrye 


his tenets, (foppoſing that the Cov! 
| intend 


JOHN WICKLIFF. 


intended violence to the . of C.H AP. 
Wickliff) grew very tumultuous, and 


cried aloud, that he ſhould ſuffer no 
injury. Sir Clifford Young, a gen- 
tleman of the Court, alſo entered the 


Chapel at this juncture, and in a very 


authoritative manner, forbid the Bi- 
hops to proceed to any difinitive ſen- 


tence, and retired, The Prelates at 
this menace, ſeemed muck perplexed, 


which was heightened by the increaſing 
tumult at the door; ſo that at length 
they diſſolved the aſſembly, Previous, 
to which, they had forbidden Dr. 
Wickliff to preach any more ſuch 


doctrines. To this injunction he 


ſeems to have paid little regard, for 
he immediately went about bare— 
footed, in a long frize gown, preach. 


ing occaſionally to the people where 


he paſſed; and without the leaſt re- 
ſerye in his pariſh at Lutter worth. 
ABOUT 


#7 
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our Reformer was ſeized with a vio- 
lent diſtemper, which was expected 
would have proved fatal to him. On 
this occaſion, he was waited upon by 
a deputation from the mendicant fri- 
ars, whom he had attacked with fo 
much ſeverity, After gaining admit- 
tance to his chamber, they told him 
that hearing he was about to depart 
this life, they were come, in the 
name. of their order, to remind him 
of the many injuries he had done 


| them; hoping that he would retract, I 


in their prelence, the many ſevere, 
and unjuſt things he had faid of them. 
Wickliff was ſurprized at this ſolemn 
meſſage, raiſed himſelf in his bed; 

and with a ſtern countenance, cried 
out, I hall not die; but live, to declare 
| the evil deeds of the . At this, the 


friars were ſtricken with confuſion, 


2nd TA 


Dr. 
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7 BY Wick LIF recovered from C HAP 
io- his indiſpoſition; and, ſoon after, 
ted Negan to tranſlate the 1 ſcriptures 
On to Engliſh, which had been, till 
by ow, locked up from. the generality. 
fri- Ir the people. But before he publiſh- 
fo Id his tranſlation of the bible, he 
it- Pabliſhed a tract, wherein he ſhewed, 
im Fhith great force of argument, the ne- 
art cility of freeing the ſcriptures from 
the Ine bondage they lay under. The 
1m Pible, he affirmed, contained the 
"ne rhole of all God's will, Chrift's 
a, ſaw, he ſaid, was ſufficient to guide 
re, Nis church, and every chriſtian might 
m. chere attain knowledge, ſufficient to 
mn {make him acceptable to God. As to 
d; Peomments, he ſaid, a good life was 
ed the beſt guide to the knowledge of 
are FWſcripture, When he thought that 
he FWtheſe arguments had been properly di- 
n, Ngeſted, his tranſlation made its public 

| appearance; much to the ſatis faction 
2r. Wot all good, and judicious men. 
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CHAP. Hawn reader pauſe! and admin ge 
1 4 the wiſdom, fortitude, and indefati- . 
| g able labour of this great man, whi 
| dared every danger, even the pro: 
pea, the threatenings of deſtructios, 

152 to unfold the glorious pages of Ou. 
NIPOTNECE; laying ſiege to the 
fortreſs of papal power; making a 

grand breach in the tower of his 
formidable enemies; and at laſt rei- 

cuing from the dark grave of oblivi- 

on, the goſpel works, Bleſfings which prof 


| fince then, have continued to animatehe « 
ſucceeding ages with heavenly com- 


fort; and may they never be inter-Nhrea 
ruptedd, until time, till all ſub-Her e 


lunary things ſhall be no more! 5 
His tranſlation. of the bible into bf 
Engliſh, which is generally allowed wr 
to have been literally exact, occafi- j c 
oned a great clamour by the advocates N 
of the church of Rome, inſomuch, wy 


that upon a * among the 


biſhops, 


JOHN WICKLIFE. 


was brought into parliament to 
uppreſs Wickliff 8 bible, which prov- 
1 | inefficacious, as it was thrown out 
y a large majority. 


Our religious champion next at- 
xcked the doctrine of tranſubſtantiati- 
„the favourite of the Romiſn 
hurch. He alſo took great pains in 
he anivenſity of Oxford, as divinity- 
profeſſor, to confute the error.; where 
ic explained the real deſign of the 
Lord's Supper; declaring, that the 
read and wine remained the ſame af- 
er conſecration ; and that the body 
and blood of Jeſus Chriſt, were not 
ſubftantially in them, but figurative- 
ly, Dr. Barton, a profeſſed enemy 
FI is Wickliff, was then vice-chancellor 
of Oxford, who took this opportunity 
h, of proſecuting him for holding hereti- 


he cal denen ; but this, like every 0- 
. 


n „mops, an! heads of the clergy, aC HAP. 
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 CHAP:her attempt to cruſh him, in his an- 
8 gelic . proved ineffectual. 


AFTER this, * bitter enemy, 
Courtney, who had been lately rail- 
ed to the ſee of Canterbury, took 
' freſh offence- at Wickliff, for an- 
nouncing, (as he called them) auda- 
cious heretical opinions; he preferred 
a bill in parliament, to enable ſheriffs, 
to proceed as far as impriſonment a- 
gainſt the preachers of hereſy, upon 
an information from a biſhop; but 
this bill was thrown out by the com- 
mons. Courtney, upon this diſap- 
pointment, applied to the young king, 
Richard II, for a licence, for the Sh 
purpoſe ; the unſteady Richard grant- 
ed all that was required, which alarm- 
ed the nation, who in general ſeemed 
then more willing to diminiſh than 
increaſe the power ol the clergy. The 
commons intereſted themſelves on 
this 


this 
ati 
gain 
ed. 


atine 


quir 
in t 
they 


any 
deli 


to | 

rea 
Ox! 
of t 
cam 
Wit 
feſſ 
gf ( 
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all- 


this occaſion, ax 8 their exaltedC H AP. 
ations, they petitioned the king a- 
os the licence which he had grant- 
Richard, agreeable to his fluctu- 
ting character, revok'd the licence. 
an- II hus was the perſecuting zeal of the 
da- Narchbifhop battled: ; but in his next 
red Point he had better ſucceſs : he ob- 
ﬀs, Nained letters from the king, to the 
a. Hieads of the univerſity of Oxford, re- 
on quiring them to examine all ſtudents 
but {in their colleges and halls, whether 
m. Ichey held, or had in their poſſeſſion, 
any heretical opinion of Wickliff's :, 


ap- 
x delinquents of this kind, were ordered 
hee to be expelled the univerſity ; this 


at- Nereated univerſal confuſion there,— 
m. Oxford, that was before a ſeminary 
ied Not ſtriet order and diſcipline, now be- 
an {cane full of anarchy and confuſion, — 
Wickliff upon this, quitted the pro- 
feſſor's chair, and took his final leave 


of Oxford, which he had conſtantly 
Vol. II. N viſited 
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C FR ht P vited yearly. So far prevailed tin 


Courtney, as to oblige Wickliff t, 
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unwearied perſecution of the biggote 


retreat from the univerſity, to his 


living of Lutterworth ; but this nc _ 
Ways ; extirpated his opinions from th pen 
wind. of the people. raly 

| that 

WickLiry, who was now upon tin the 
decline of life, was rouſed at the un {vine 
chriſtian- -Iike behaviour of the tw lutic 
contending popes, Urban and Cſe hot 
ment, who not copying their grea the 
maſter, the meek, the humble Jeſus ende 
were encouraging men to ſacrifice thei} icbr 
lives, in 3 of their quarrels. P. 

| In a tract that he publiſhed on tb h. 
occaſion, he ſays of Urban, (who ha © fp 
granted pardons and indulgencies 8 
thoſe who had engaged to fight unde ce w 
bis banner) «when will he grantjindrl 11 

| gencies to mankind, to live in peac 3 
and charity, as he now does, for me! pl 


to fight and flay one another? An 


ip rite 


10 HN WICKLI FF. 


entment of Urban; and was near in- 
rolving bim in greater tro ubles than 
he had before experienced ; but death 


their reſentment, He attended di- 
vine worſhip on the day of his diſſo- 


ebrated writer,) “ who, for his ſu- 


* was à real honour to his country. 


man of exemplary piety, and un- 


= ſtanding - 


freed him from every danger. He 
ved ſome time after receiving a pa- 
ralytic ſtroke, yet in ſuch a manner, 
that his enemies thought him below 


lution, which happened in his church 
of Lutterworth, Leiceſterſhire, in 
the year of Chriſt, 1384.— Thus 
ended the life of Wickliff,*” (ſays a ce- 


*« perior penetration, the juſtneſs of 
« his ſentiments, and the undaunted 
* ſpirit with which he engaged in the 
great cauſe of religious liberty, 


« Wickliff appears to have been a. 


0 blemiſhed morals; and, notwith- 
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ſpurited piece drew upon * the re-C HA 1 
0 *.: 


KKK A 22 %⅛ — ³ IO 7 
5 — „ 5. 9 5 


10 


14. 


cc the arts of the Romiſks ee and 
6 never afterwards totally obſcure it. 


had certainly the happieſt effect in 


C true proteſtant, therefore, the me- 


66 in the higheſt honour. 
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0 HAP. c PRI I the number and vigilance A 


© of his enemies, they have none of 
© of them preſumed to tax him with 
“ any immoralities. But though in 1. 


* his private character, he appears to wi 


< have been very reſpectable, yet i nd 


* 3s his public character which prin-Nhree 


< cipally entitles him to our attenti- 
ec on and regard. In an age of ig- 
* norance ad ſuperſtition, he let in 
& ſuch. a radiance of light, that all 


c all the terrors of perſecution, could 
<< The propagation. of his opinions 

cc promoting that reformation, which 
& afterwards delivered this kingdom 
« from. 1gnorance, | ſuperſtiton, and 


ec eccleſiaſtical tyranny. By every 


< mory of Wickliff will ever be held 


Among 


JOHN WICKLIFF. 


SER 


inc Among Wickliff's abmerous wri- CH ar 


e 0! tings were the following : . 


hin] 1. Trialogus, in. four books, This 
s to written in the form of a dia ogue, 
t it nd was called Trialogus from the 

rin-Mhrce ſpeakers in it, whole names 

nti- Nre Aethia, or Truth; Pſeudis, or a 
ig- e; and Phroneſe, or N iſdom.— 
t ing. De religione perfectorum.— 3. De 

all Nccleſia & membris.— 4. De diabolo 
and N membris.— 5. De Chriſto & Anti- 
hriſto. 6. De Antichriſto & mem- 


troribus.— 12. De curatorum error- 
bus.— 13. De officio paſtorali.— 14. 
Dæmorum aſtus in ſubyertenda re- 
gione.— 15. Of temptation, — 16. 
\Qive life and contemplative life. 


7. Virtuous patience.—18, Of pride. 


JONS | BED ; — I. * 


ris—7. Sermones in epiſtolas,—8,_ 
De veritate ſcripturæ.— 9. De do- 
atione eccleſiæ. —10. De ſtipendiis 
niniſtrorum. — 11. De epiſcoporuni 


14. 
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CH 4 . 219. Obſervationes piæ in 10 o pie. 
\ ES 1 cepta.—20, De natura fidei.— 2 1. Ab- 
ſtractiones logicales.—22. A ſhon 80 

rule of life.— 23. Of good pri eſts. - 


24. Conciones de morte,—a5. Wick $8 
liff's wicket 26. De arte ſophiſt ica 10 


The following 1s a brief ACCOUNT of len! 
ſome of WicklifÞ's opinions : Vöoö bake 


CHURCHMEN i 


THAT word he thought improperly 

applied, when confined to the clergy 

His reaſon for ſuch an opinion was, 

that it ſeemed to exclude the laity If fcE 

from the pale of the chureh of Chriſt; an 

which might tend to lead them to li- Pr 

centious practices; for if they were th? 

nat of God's church, they were not Pur 

under his law; and he equally diſ- me 

liked church diſtinctions.— The va- 8a 

il rtous denominations of profeſſing Pot 

\ N chriſtians which are amongſt us inſ me 
| : our 


pre. 
Ab. 


ſhort 


ts, 
ich- 


t ica 


It of, 
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ſurdity 3 as from the ſame grand 
SOURCE, the precepts, for regu- 
lating our lives and conduct, has in- 
rariably continued to flow. Thence 
allo muſt all our hopes centre for pre- 
{cnt and future bleſſings. Thence alſo 
we are directed to become members of 
the ſame church, and diſciples of the 
ſame LORD. | 


SUPREMACY, 


He thought, to king” s, Was per- 
fectly conſiſtent with the old law; 
and if the new teſtament were not ex- 
pre ſſive on that head, it manifeſted 
that rulers were ordained of GOD to 
puniſh evil doers: and he likewiſe 


mentions, the implicit obedience our 
Saviour and his Apoſtles paid to tem- 
| poral power, in ſupport of his judg- 


ment, But he would never acknow- 
; © Rug 


our days, ſeem to imply a glaring ab- c HA ar 
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© = AP. withe that the ſupremacy to he pope 


the Bodleian library, Oxford. 


„ ſerve it; and if my faith be error, 
the Pope will wiſely amend it. 


25 of Chriſt be part of the corps of 
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ought to be an article of faith. Th: 
following are his words preſerved in 


have joy fully to telle all trew men 
< the believe that I hold, and algatis 
to the Pope; for J ſuppoſe that if 

any faith be rightful, and given of 
God, the Pope will gladly - con- 


© ſuppoſe over this, that the goſpe 


& God's laue. For] believe that Je. 
40 ſu Chriſt, that gaf in his own per- 
<c ſoun this goſpel, is very God, and 
c very mon, and be this bit 9 all 
& other lawes. I ſuppoſe over this, 
& that the Pope be moſt oboliſhed tg 
& the keeping of the goſpel among all 
<< men that liven here; for the Pape 


ce is higheſt vicar that Chrift has here 


on earth; for moreneſs of Chriſt 
a vican 


JOHN WICKLIFF. rog 


ang! vicar ſues more Chriſt by virtuous. 
„living. For thus teaches the goſ- 
nen pel; that this is the ſentence of 
ath ! Chriſt, and of his goſpel, I take a2 
it MW believe. That Chriſt, for time 
of!“ that he walked here, was moſt poore 
© mon of alle, both in ſpirit and in 
“having: for Chrift ſays, that he 
„ had noht for to reſt his hede on. 
oſpelÞ} © And over this I take as believe, that 
of no mon ſchold ſue the Pope, ne no 
Je. ſeint that now is in hevene, bot in 
« alſmyche as he ſued Chriſt; for 
ana“ John and James errid, and Peter 
and Powl ſinned. Of this I take 
as holeſome counſeile that the Pope 
ap * leeve his worldly lordſchip to 
* worldly lords, as Chrift gaf him; 


g al 
I and more ſpeedily all his clerks to 
her 40 ſo: For thus did Chriſt, and 
rig taught thus his diſciplis till the 


ican Vor. II. O ** fende | 


 yicars is not meaſured by worldlyC HAF. 
Tu moreneſs, but by this, that this 74 - 
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CH AP. cc fende had blynded this world : Aug 


14 if J erre in this ſentence, I wilſ*t 
0 mekely be amended, hif by ub 
denn bi it, de ſhilful, for that 
“ hope were gode to me: And if In 
„ might travail in my own perſoun, 
* wold, with God's wille, goe to the 
„ Pope. Bot has needid me to the 
'* contrary, and taught me mor: 
© obeiſhe to God than to mon. And, 
I ſuppoſe of our Pope that he will} © t 
„ not be Antichriſt, and reverſe h 
„ Chriſt, in this working to the con- o 
ce trary of Chriſt's wall. 'For if he 
© ſummons ageyns reſoun by him, or 
any of his, or purſue this unſhilful 


| „ ſammaning, he is an open Anti- 
W &« chriſt ; and merciful entent excuſid ”* 
ii | „ not rep that ne Chriſt clepid him oy 
| « Sathanas, 86 blynd entent and bef 
wicked conſeil excuſes not the Pope 0 
"Ra 


here: But if he aſke of true prefſtis, 


1 t that they travel more than they may, 
a ; .CC he 


50H WICEL IFF. 107 | 


he is not excuſed by reſoun of God, C HAP. 
„that ne che is Antichriſt. For our 14. 
« believe teaches us, that our bleſſed 
God ſuffris us not to be temptyd 
more than we may + how ſchuld a 

mon aſke ſuch ſervice ? And there- 

fore pray we to God for our Pope 
Urban the ſex, that his holy entent 

abe not quenched by his enemys, and 

* Chriſt, that may not lye, ſeis that 

* the enemies of a mon be eſpecially 

his homely meinth ; and this the 

of men and fendis.” 


„ Or The V. 
11ful OY ig tp 3 5 
Io In his time it was the epinion of 
gf wany, that the authority of the church 
him vas above the goſpel, as other men 
1 befide Matthew, Mark, Luke, and 
Dope ſohn wrote goſpels, which the church 
ſtis, kad rejected. To this plauſible pre- 


nay, 


tence 
66 he 


CHAPtence, Wickliff replied, that the evi- 
2 ** dence for the received goſpels was ſo ſtrong, 


7 
1 0r 


1d b 


hir it. 


Thi 
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and that for the rejected ones ſo weak, 
that the church could not have done ther. 
wiſe than it did, without doing vidlenc, 
to. reaſon, As. our reformer plainly 
diſcovered that this doctrine was pro- 
mulgated to ſupport the authority of 
the Pope, he ſaid in another place, 
| that he hoped the days would come, when 
men ſhall be wiſe enough, 10 ſhake fran c 
their necks the dominion of human. ordi- i 

nances ; and diſdain ſubmiſſion to any t- 
clęſiaſtical injunctious, but ſuch as art 
r authorixed by the word of G od. 


: BAP 7 TS A 


_ "a held cn to ſalvation, but 
in caſes of neceſſity, he judged it ad- 
viſable for the Jaity to baptize. Th 
prieft, he ſaid, in baptiſm, as in all 6: 
ther 4 adminiſiered only the te- 
Alien 


Th 


key 
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in or fign ; but God, who is the prieſt C H AP. 


ud biſhop. of our ſous, en the. 
ritual grace. 
The LORD: SUPPER. 


Hz thought that the bread and 
ine were figuratively Chxiſt's body 
nly : but ſpeaks of the inſtitution, 
th all imaginable reverence. 


CONFIRMATION. 


Hz repreſented the biſhop's cuſtom 
f uſing the oil and the veil on that 


cahon, together with the ceremo- 


ies of parade and. pomp, which ac- 


ompanied the ſacrament, as having. 


o foundation in ſcripmate. 


CONFESSION. 


* > _ 
HE thought if a n truly ſor- 


Fow "far the crimes he kad committed, 


= conſeſhon 
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CH A P. confeffion was by no means neceſſary; 
14 


yet allowed it might be ſerviceable in 
ſome caſes. But as confeſſion was 


practiſed in the Romiſh church, he 


thought it a diſhonour to God, and 


ſerved only to advance the power of 
the church. 


PENANCE, 
K ſaid, had no merit in Codes 2 555 


unieſs fullowed by an 9 life. 


ABS OLUTION. 


I was the height of blaſphemy, he 


| ſaid, to aſcribe: to man, the power of 


Ged. 
INDULGENCES, 


Hz obſerved, was a mere trick to 
ob men of oe money. By he wit 
trade of indulgences, ſays he, are men 
gecerved, Any one who can pay for my 

| : on 


&/ 5. 
In 
Vas 

he 


ind 
of 


ht, 


Die 


ar- 


don” 


ance, 
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dn may laugh at fin. : He has found anC HAP. 


zaſy way to heaven ; much eaſier than by 
rontrition, repentance, and -works of cha- 


rity. 


PURGATORY. 


In ſome of his writings he ſpeaks 


of purgatory, in a manner which 
ſeems to favour that doctrine; but his 
opinion on this head ſeems not to be 


EXTERNALS of "RELIGION: 


Holy-water and the bleſſing of a biſhop 
he obſerved, were mere impgſitions, tend- 
ing only to blind the people, and make 
them-reſt in ſuch ceremonials, rather than 
in God's mercy, and their own repent- 


IMAGES, 


WiIEx exact repreſentations, he 


judged 


14 
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CH AP. judged might be ſerviceable; to gin 
14 men a ftrong impreſſion of the ſuffer 
ings of Jeſus, his apoſtles, and ma 
tyrs. Buthe candidly acknowledged 
that they ſometimes might lead me 
into idolatry, when they were often 
tatiouſly decorated with gold and fl 
Wor”: \ 5 


HE R E S3 


| Hs judged did not confift in fal 
e only, but in a bad life alſo. 


FASTING, 1 was 


Fx called phariſaical, when a greuf or 
er value was placed on abſtinence fron with 
food, than from abſtinence from fin, 


. were the writings and ſucÞjend 
the opinions of a Reformer, whol hone 
name holds a foremoſt rank in the EI 
giſter of F ame! His ſtedfaſt prince]. 


ple 


JOHN WICKLIFF. 


nant efforts of a religious eſtabliſhment 
that was fixed upon the rocky baſis of 
a thouſand years, remained unſhaken. 
WT he grand defign which he had pen- 
ciled, his own and ſucceeding ages 
have beheld with wonder. Its ſplen- 


ſpired with the nobleſt purpoſes. Some 
of its admirers have braved the dread 


horrors of the flames, and {tniled a- 


"Ming. In fine it has ſubverted, in the 


for hidden purpoſes, which OMNI- 
POTENCE had' nurtured and rared 
with his beneficient hand. 


end living within a few miles of that 
Hol honoured earth, wbich mingled with 


Vol. II. P did 


did proſpect has attracted, has in- 


midſt the excruciating pains of burn- 


chriſtian world, much of that ſyſtem,” 


Tarn with ſuch reflections, 


his clay, and allured by the ſmall 
1 of contemplation en the ſplen- 


s 3 
les, long ſurrounded by the indig- CHAP 


Ide 
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CHA did virtues of that magnanimous Re. 
14 former, I went thither to pay a vo- 
| luntary tribute of duty to his memo- 

ry.—I entered his ſacred temple with 
a mind awed by a venerable idea of 
that ſage counſellor; nor did the {e-fi 
queſtered ſtructure diminiſh my plea- 
ſing conceptions. I trod the hallowed 
path, amidſt the monitors of death, 
filled with religious dignity, Tr anſ— 
ported with this imagery ſcene, my 
intelligent conductor led me to the re- 
mains of his ſhamefully negleCted 
Jeſimeut and Sound- Board. Clothed 
with the former, and under the latter 
he promulgated the will of God.— 
Here, awake to the grand duties of the 
miniſtry, he felt for the infirmities of 
human nature, and taught the unlet- 
tered with the gentle, but the capti- 
vating voice of foci«-|inftruftion : the 
harſh ungrateful tale of perpetuated 
perdition, met not the peatant's car; 


for 


2 ee See, . Vue, * 
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— 
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Hue, 
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for he led them from the path of vice, CH A P. 
by the pleating themes of. 5 14. 
virtue. A ba people repayed his 
labours with an obedient gratitude, 

Oxford !—he was thine. Protect the 
annihilating relics of your famed fa- 

ther 1 Pave them hence to your re- 
pofitory; ; and ſuſfer not the rude hands 

of ignorance to diminiſh them more 

badi than time. The neighbour- 

ing peaſants cold to his animating 

name, and copying each vifitor, be- 

come ſacrilegious robbgrs. 0 of his anti- 

quated robe. ; , 


From hence, aſter being agreea- 
bly employed in making drawings 
for the annexed engraving, I went to 
that hardy ftream, v on which his in- 
jured athes flided, cait thither from the 

flames 


© Called wifi, near which is a petrify- 
ing nll which empties itielt therein.“ 
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| | EC HAP. Hani of religious violence. Her vir 
3 24. 1 pauſed—and ſome reflecti ons like 

| the following, I might have uttered 

| 8 to the rapid ſtream, had I been e ts 
| 


WHAT could not the gates !. 

death bar him from his vindictive e 

nemies ?—Was not his earthy grayt 
an hiding place from furious bigotry: 


— Did not the grim aſpect "of þ | 

ly 
clayey bones awe the enthuſtaſti ha 
plunderers of the dead No- Her "Io 


on this ſpot, blazed the remains of hi 5 
human foim.” Here, the fiery zealoll| . 
invoked and triumphed over his d bit 
fencelels duſt.— Here, indignity . 0 
his manes add and here his g r 
3 VIC 

only, with time ! | by 
J Re 


| | — rious BANNER was erected, to fal 


<v His bones were taken up, and butt Fr 
and their aihes thrown into the river, Oral 
the bridge, at Lutterworth, fort tour je a 
after his death, by an order of the pope, 
Flemming, biſhop ot Lincoln, who ſtric 
obeyed the injunction. ö 


Sr ROBERT. MORT ON, o HAP. 
14. | 


Here 


like 
rered 
One. 


Or Peckleton, in chis county, was 
a renowned ſoldier in the wars in 
France, under Edward, and ihe 
| Black Prince, his ſon, 


GREAT-APPLEBY, 


S Ot 
e e 


"rave 
try! 
c I a place noticed for being former. 
= ly the chief ſeat and inheritance of 
| i 


the worthy family of that name. It 
has been obſerved, that ſe veral of this- 


howe haye done n to their coun- 
try; yet none has been ſo eminently 
lüſtinguiſhed as that renowned war- 
rior, Sir Edmund Appleby, knight, 
who not only rendered particular ſer- 
vices to his country, by his bravery, 
in the battle of Creſſy, where he took 
Robert de Mailarte, a nobleman of 
nue France priſoner, who held a confide- 
rable command there; but, was ſuch 
a confident of the regent's, John of 

* | Gaunt, 


Aer 
of hi 


5 


| 
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an A P. Gaunt, duke of Waere in the 


14. 


ſucceeding reign, that he took him 
into France with him, when he went 
to treat of a peace between the two 


crowns. And in the gth, of Richard 
II, he accompanied the ſaid duke and 


his lady, Conſtance to Caſtile, where 
they went to recover that kingdom, 


which by lineal deſcent belonged to 
the duke of Lancaſter's wife. 


Earl, and Duke of LANCASTER. 


The former, Henry Plantaganet, 
was brother to the laſt mentioned earl 
of Leiceſter, &c. who, at a parlia- 
ment holden in the firſt year of the 
reign of Edward III, obtained an act 
of reverſal of the attainder of Thomas, 


his brother, and became poſſeſſed of 


the earldoms of Lancaſter and Leiceſ- 


ter, and all the large eſtates belonging 
thereto. He was made chief of the 


ſtate regents during the minority of 


Edward 


tor 


tor the Memoirs of Leicester-ohire 


25 | 2 
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ward, and intruſted with the careC H AP, 
f the captive king; but the rigorous 4. 
age of that unfortunate prince, ex= _ 
ited compathon in his breaſt, wha, 
dis ſaid, gave the old king ſome ſlen- 
er Ei of regaining his liberty and 
town. When the lovely ſenſation af - 
ompaſſion was diſcovered in his 
reaſt, he was removed from that 
harge, to make way for Maltravers, 
nd Guerney, the inhuman murderers 
fa fallen king He, afterwards pro- 
oked by the queen's rigid behaviour, 
ook up arms in oppoſition to her ty- 
Fanny : and when young Edward be- 
an to govern for himſelf, this earl 
ommanded an army againſt the Scots; 
nd was after wards left by Edward III, 
th three other lords, hoſtages with 
Die duke of Brabant. He died. A. D. 
345, and was buried in Leiceſter. 
The king and-qneen, with almoſt all 


he biſhops; earls, and barons of the 
| | realm, 


120 
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0 HAP realm, attended at his funeral. Hen 
was afterwards erected a fine moni 


MEMOIRS, &c. 


ment, on the north fide of the high al- 
tar, in the collegiate church there, to by t 


his memory, x 1. J 
HENRY Duke of LANCASTER. 9 
the 


WAS created earl of Derby i in hüffe 
father's life time, and after his death parl 
ſucceeded to the earidom of Leiceſter 
and Lancaſter, This earl became fa- and 


me! for his martial accompliſhments, eal, 
'on which account he was honoured by r 
nt com 


x Several authorities that I have ſeen, E 
aſſert that he was buried in this church, Iferii 
which I take to be an error, for the ſame larg 
authors, hen ſpeaking of the founda- 
tion of this ſtructure ſay, that it was buult 


by his ſon, and ſucceſſor, Henry duke of {V1 
Lancaſter.— I think it moſt probable that Whe 
he was buried in St. Mary's near the Caſtle, Wthe 


and afterwards removed to the collegiate man 
church, whe'e a burial place was ſet * 
by his 3 for that noble family. 


ARI and Dux E of LANCASTER, 121 
being choſen a Knight of the Garter:C HAP. 


hen newly inſtituted ; and further 
advanced to the dignity of a duke, 
y the title of the duke of Lancaſter, 

D. 1353+ His elevation was at- 
tended with the particular circum- 


Nances of having the conſent of all 
the prelates and peers then ſitting i in 
parliament, with liberty to have a 


chancery in the county of Lancaſter, 


and to iſſue out writs there under his 


cal, as well - touching pleas of the 
rown, as any Other, relating to the 


common laws of the land, &c- 


Nee with the higheſt of- 


„ erings of his prince, poſſeſſed of 


large eſtates, and being urged by the 
venerable injunctions of piety, for 


which he was afterwards ſo famed, 


he undertook an expedition againſt 
the infidels, but paſſing through Ger- 
many, he was entrapped by Otto, 

Vos. II! 


- duke. 


14 
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| HA P. duke of Brunſwick, who made hinWcu: 
e priſoner ; and was compelled Mriou 
pay 3000 ſcutes of gold for his liber he! 
ty. The duke, afterwards, everWirſt 
where complained of the injuſtice f 
the proceeding, obſerving, * Thaſſſeout 
it ill became the duke of 17 ** ren 
to deal fo with a ſtranger, who ha; nal 
never offended him; and that if Hrhe 
wiſhed to have any dealings with hin ere 
in the way of a ſoldier's profeſſion, riet 
was ready to perform his part.“ Thihhnit 
being. told to the duke of Brunſwickſſot | 
he ſent him a challenge, which WLan 
readily accepted by the duke of Lan- Hike 
caſter. The time and place appoint Iſign 
ed for deciding of this important quar for 
rel, being agreed upon; they met iobſe 
France, and prior to the combat, the) mo! 
took the oaths, then uſual on tho{ſÞ**: 
occaſions. The duke of Lancaſteſ''s 
then mounted his horſe with alacrity be 
deſirous of chaſtizing the duke 0 
| Brunſwicd 


e hin Rrunſwick for his ungenerous beha-CH AP. 


led iFriour. But it was ſoon obſerved, that 
liber the latter, although chearful at their 
ever 
ce of timidity : his voice faltered, his 
Thaſcountenance was ghaftly, and his arms 
{wicih.embled to that degree, that he was 
> haWinable to wield his ſword or lance, 
if rhe embarraſſment was eaſily diſco- 
hin cred by the by-ſtanders, who in a 
1, lffriendly manner, adviſed him to ſub- 
Thiſnit himſelf and conduct to the king 
wich or France's judgment. The duke of 
ENS 


et jn 
the) 
hoſe 
aſte 
rity, 
- of 


mbraced an accomodation, before he en- 
tered the liſts, but now he' had mounted 


VIC; 


firſt meeting vegan to manifeſt tokens - 


| Lancaſter, perceiving that 'he was- 
Lan-Wikely to be deprived of the glory of 
oint ſignalizing his proweſs, called aloud 
juarFior his competitor to advance, and 
obſerved, that he ſhould willingly have 


bis horſe, and was ready ſor combat, and 
the king of France with his nobles, and a 
; | great 


aal and Duke of LANCASTER 123 
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CH A P. reat company of people, were become ſper- 


14 tators, he was reſolved not to go out of the 


lifts with diſponour to himſelf or his coun- 
try. Brunſwick, now more depreſſed 
at theſe indications of courage, ſub- 


mitted himſelf and conduct, without 


the leaſt reſerve of his own honour, to 
the king of France, who ſoon after 


brought about a reconciliation, by 


Brunſwick's loſs of fame. 


. THe king of France, pleaſed with 
the manly. behaviour of the Engliſh 


. nobleman, entertained him for ſome 


time, in his kingdom, by ſhewing him 


his choice rarities, the ſplendor of the 


churches, and the royal riches; re- 
peatedly deſiring him to make choice 
of whatever might pleaſe his inclina- 


tion, which he would give him as 3 


token of efteem, But the duke, who 
delighted not in the luſtre of magnifi- 
cence, beheld but one attracting ob- 

. Je 


— — — 


1 
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lence he beheld for a time, the crown 
Wo! [cſus : he aſked for one thorn from 
that hallowed relic, which he obtained. 
With this invaluable he returned 
o England, more delighted than if he 


kingdom from whence it came. 


vith the kindeſt hand of an. 


ained a ſpindle of burniſhed gold, i 
which was ſet eneircled with . ee 


rad been poſſeſſed of the crown of that 


His collegiate church, in Leiceſter 
cing then finiſhed he lodged the pie- 
ious thorn there, to be preſerved a- | 
mong a people whom he had foſtered 


| Tuts curious reli was preſerved: 
pon a ſtand of pure gold. The up- 
per part of it had a ſocket which con- 


ſtones, the ſhoulder of the thorn.— At 
the diſſolution. this, with the riches of 


125. 


ect that pleaſed his ſenſe, or could H AP. 
gratify his pious ſoul: in awful i- 


14 
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CH AP.the church, were caft to the ſplendid ne 
e heap of religious treaſure, collected i}, 


by the mandates of a royal robber, thet 

In: 1361 a peſtilential diſtemper ra- py 
ging in England, carried him off, to. 
ging in England, # as 


the great grief of the inhabitants of N bod. 
Leiceſter, who manifeſted their loye 


for him by their tears of mourning at g an 
his death. By his will, bearing date _ 
at Leiceſter-Caſtle, he ordered his 85 
body to be buried in his collegiate Bag 


church, within three weeks after his blue 
death; and in caſe he ſhould die at 
Leiceſter, (which happened) he en- T 
joined, that his body ſhould be firſt life, 
carried to St. Mary's church, near caſte 
the caſtle, were divine ſervice was to Leic 
be performed in the uſual manner. ſtore 
Alſo this ſolemnity was to be attended park, 
with twenty-four torches, where! the 
twelve, with;two cloths of gold, were bur. 


to remain to that church, and that gerte 
the 


lid 


Zan, and Dux of LANCASTER. 


the curate there ſhould have his beſtC H A P. 


horſe, or the value of it; and that 


thence, his body ſhould be carried to 


his collegiate church, and there buri- 


| ed without the pomp of armed men, 
horſes covered, or other vanities. His 


body he. ordered to þe taken thicher in 
a hearſe, with five tapers, each of one 
hundred pounds weight, fifty torches 
about his body, borne by as many 
men, one half of whom was to be 
cloathed in white, and the other in 
blue, all Khich was ſtrictly obeyed. 


Tuts nobleman for his exemplary 
life, was called the good duke of Lan- 
caſter. He permitted the canons of 
Leiceſter - to encloſe their woods, and 


ſtored them with deer out of his own 
parks, He likewiſe interceded with 


the Pope, for appropriating the 
churches of 'Humberſtone and Hun- 


gerton, in this aun to the abby, 
Leiceſter. 


G "Tunes" 
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diſpelled that wretchedneſs which il N 


wn 924 een —— — — —Uä—ä—öͤ—rj 
— 


a ſtrong wall: the ſouth part of which 


| Cates the grandeur of its original poſ- 


It was before that time a ver ulous part 
. of Leiceſter, „ e 
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"CHA P, Tuksz were the two worthies wh, {ſſo! 
14 raiſed the debilitated ſtate of Leicef. I e! 


ter, to an envied eminence. They HO! 


tremendous Lucy had occaſioned. They C! 


not only rebuilt a great part of the 
city, which was then deftroyed, y but 


reſtored the caſtle to its former power; 
and encloſed all that part of the town, 
which is now called the Newark, with 


is now remaining; and alſo a grand 
entrance into it, which is now called 
the Magazine, from its being made A 
t gazine, froin its being hs 
uſe of, as a receptacle for the county Nera 
militia arms, &c, It firengly indi-'": fr 
| tered 1 
orme! 
gane 


ſeſſors. 


3 EH ff hin 
:-Þ See page 164, vol. 1——— All that part has be 
of Leiceſter called the back-lanes, which NF hig 


hes in All-Saints pariſh, has never been re- 
built ſince that, almoſt general deſtruction. 


kin | 
aſline 
101164 
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Hos pT AL of the Horx Dan 5 


' ſeſſors. The annexed engraving is 
the inward view of it. 2 


HOSPITAL of the HOLY TRI. 
NITY, and the COLLEGIATE. 
CHURCH i in LEICESTER. 


As authors do not agree, reſpecting | 


quote ſome paſſages, I have met with, 
and then endeavour to draw ſome con- 


cluſion therefrom. Henry, duke 
Vor. II. R of 


= The Newark, Leiceſter, is now eſteem- 
ed the genteeleſt part of that Town: in it are 
leveral good houſes, the dwellings of ſome of 
the firſt charaKers of that place, Its ſequeſ- 
tered ſit uation, added to the idea of its being 
ormeily the favorite ſpot of the noble Plan- 
aganets, it's illuſtiions owners, fills the mind 
f him, with the mot venerable imagery, who ' 


pal Wins beheld, in review, by traverſing the line 
nich Net hiſtor y, the ſplendour of royalty, the cout 
2280 kings, and the aſſembling of parliaments, 
yo paſing and repaſſing thither to the long ko- 


10! ned Caſtle of Le:ceſter, 


the founders of theſe buildings, I will 


OY CIR ———— — —ͤͤ —— —— "CG at 
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C HAP. cc of Lancaſter, who. died 1361, wa 


& the firſt founder of the collegiate 
© church and hoſpital without tac 
« South-gate at Leiceſter, in which 


he placed a dean and twelve canon 


„ prebendaries, as many vicars and o- 
cher miniſters, one hundred poor 


and weak men, and ten able wo- 
men to aſſiſt the ſick and weak, and 
6c ſufficiently cndowed the hoſpital a 


| c THE old hoſpital,” „ Trinity, 


c was founded by Henry, the firſt dub. 
4 of. Lancaſter an! Leiceſter, the firſ 
of Richard II, 1377.” U 


HENRY, 


.@ Knighton who lived in. that age. 


5 This I met with in a book containing 1 
catalogue of the Mayors of Leickfer. As tit 
reader will at once obſerve the erronec uſneſs u 
this paſſage, I need only remark that the fir 
Duke of Lancatler die l ſixteen, years befor] 
the acceſſion of Richard II. See above. Ti: 
firſt duke of Lancaſter fliles himſelf in bs 


will, x 
duke o 


Bu 
the Du 
Leiceſt 
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„HENRY, earl of Lancaſter, in the© HAP. 


« fifth of king Edward III, founded 
an hoſpital, or bead-houſe, for four 
* chaplains, two clerks, fifty men and 


«fye women, And near unto- the 


«ſame; Henry, duke of Lancaſter, 
*© {on to the {aid Henry, built a moſt 
magnificent and elegant college, cal- 
led. for diftinction from the former, 
the New- work,” 


* THE hoſpital was founded 13 1332, 


by Henry, earl of Lancaſter, in ho- 
* norem Dei et Beatz Mariæ Virgi- 
e nis, but is now ſtiled the hoſpital of 
*« the Holy-Trinity in Newark. The 
15 n church was founded in 


honour of the annunciation of the 
cc Virgin. 


will, not duke of Lancaſter and Leiceſt:r, but 
duke of Lancaſter and earl of Leiceſter. 


c Burton from Leland, apa ſays, that. 
the Duke of Lancaſter founded an holpital in 
—— for 300 poor men, 


14 
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| CHAPc Virgin Mary,. by Henry, duke of did n 
| 1 Lancaſter.“ 4 Be 


e ThE hoſpital dedicated to St. Nterw. 
Mary, juxta Leiceſter caſtle, wa 
founded by Henry, earl of Lancaſ- 
3 ter, and Henry, duke of Lancaſter place 
i his ſon, in the time of Edward Il, 


ES ſpent 
„ for four chaplains, two clerks, fifty ae 
"PE poor men, and five poor women.“ 5 
„ Ir, according to Mr. Cart, the ho: wc 
1 125 pital were founded A. D. 1332, it wa py 
| not likely to be founded by the duke, s 7 
| ſion of the earl of Lancaſter, who wa : 
| living 1344. Mr. Speed's aſſertion, : . 
1 I think, carries with it the greatef oy 
| probability, that it was built e 28 
| and fon, For, if the fon 8 Pe eſſion Spe. 
die Spe 
= fixes 
== nt. Ed w 
| | e Speed. —In the common kitchen is ſkew! A 
N a large metal pot, ſaid, to have belonged lo 


John of Gaunt. 


WI 
L 
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44 not enable Hi in his father Be 


time to diſplay the dictates of a noble, 
generous mind, for which he was af- - 
terwards ſo famed ;. yet his early piety 


might powerfully urge the neeeſſity of 


relief for the infirm and aged, in a 


place, where it ſeems, the pious duke 
ſpent moſt of his days,—lf the hoſpi- 


tal were built by father and ſon, we 


are in almoſt every authority told 
the collegiate church was founded by 
the duke only ; and the ſame authors 
inform us, that he was buried in it 


by his father. Admitting this, the 
church was doubtleſs built before the 


earbs death; which rather implies» 
that they were ereCted by both, as 
Speed has it: but notwithſtanding 
Speed's date muſt be erroneous, who 
hxes the time of their foundations in 


Edward II, reign, 


Ax old manuſcript which I have in 


my 


| 


py 


ME M O71 R 8, &c. 


0 H A P. my poſſe ſſion, ſeems to reconcile theſe 
14 


con trarieties, ſpeaking of Henry, earl 
of Lancafter, this anonymous writer 
obſerves, That A. D. 1330, he 
66 began the fonndation of the hoſpi- 
„tal of our lady, near his caſtle at 
66 Leiceſter.” And in another 
place ſpeaking of his ſon, the good 
duke of Lancaſter, he further obſerves, 
*© That as his father had begun the 
*© old hoipital near his caſtle of Lei- 
5 ceſter, ſo he founded the New- 
*© work there, confifting of a dean, 
twelve prebend canons, and as ma- 
ny inferior, or lay-brethren; pla- 
_cing alſo one hundred poor people, 
and ten ſufficient women ꝗ in the 

„ Sat allotting to them all com- 

* petent maintenance, the ſtate of 

„ thoſe 


e 
(0 
6 
cc 


(4 


F This was fifteen years before bis- death. 


g This expreſſion muſt mean ten ſufficient 
women to take care of the poor. 


HospITAL of the HoLY TRINITv. 


« works were not fully per fected, till 
60 John of Gaunt, in purſuance of his 


wo ce pious purpoſes performed the lame.“ 
pi- Tat founder, or founders of this 


Sn hoſpital endowed it with an: annual 
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« thoſe times conſidered . but theſeC H AP. : 


14 


her rent charge out of his or their poſſeſ- 5 


ſions; "the exact ſum is not certain, 


231. 12s. 11d. per annum; other 
authorities Which I have met with, 
ſay 800l. an immoderate ſum for thoſe 
days, However, it is generally be- 
lieved, that before the ſacrilegious 
robber, Henry the VIII, had pillaged 


the kingdom, it was poſſeſt of a com- 
petent ſum. In the 7th of James the 


Henry, carl of Huntingdon, the war- 
denihip of this hoſpital, which is now 
tetiled by patent in the mayor of 

it | Leiceſter, 


© think Dugdale and Speed ſay, 


almoſt every religious eee. in 


firft, the corporation purchaſed of 
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CHA P. Leiceſter for the time being. þ Du- "AUT 
ES ring the troubles of Charles the-firft, fal o 
the poor were deprived of their ſub- whic 
ſiſtance money; but the corporation Hof t 

of Leiceſter co inmiſerating their hap- ae 

leſs ſituation, imitating the noble flipy 

minded founders, ſupplied that defi- ing 


ciency. In the reign of Charles the 

II, their numbers were reduced to 
ſeventy-eight, who have lived in a Ml iT 

great meaſure, fince that time, upon N 

5 the bounty of the corporation, and Ne 
inhabitants of Leiceſter. The alder. MW" ” 
men of Leiceſter have been its moft 
numerous bene factors ſince the fo un- 

dation. Some conſiderable ſums have Fs 

been willed to it within this century; 3 


particularly 11251. a few years 2855 3 
5 by Mr. Holmes, 


Ons; 


tain « 
\ 


to tt 

+ king of England, as heir to Nets, 
the thitly 

it wa 


In this reign it received a new charter and hie 
A fiew name, that of the Holy Trinity, 


— 
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Lancaſter family, has the ſole diſpo. CH Ar. 1 
ſal of the vacant places in this houſe, bye | 
which 1s deputed to the chancellor 
of. the duchy of Lancaſter, and in 
caſe of an omiſſion by him, after a E 
ſtipulated time, the power of appoint= 
ing falls to the mayor of Leiceſter. i | 


_ —— RE — 


Vol. II. 8 Kine if 
3 ; 

a i The violence of party, which has Jong, | } 
on MWrtry long, reigned inj uriouſly to ſociety, in | 


1d Neiceſter, has extended its baneful influence il 
to this noble i nſt itution.—It may be neceſſary _ | il 


„ beeretore diſintereſtedly, to review tho ſe acti - | 

ft ons, which have, in ſome meaſure, led to it. 3 

= 

ve From the great earls of Leice ſter delicend= _ . 1 

T ed the government of that place to the corpo- ? | 
N ration. (Sꝛe page 6 vol 2.) Since then it if 

ck 


has been cuſtomary for that body, on a cer- 
tain day, to go from their hall in proce ſſion | 
to the caſtle, the ancient reſidence of the 
to eus, to (wear in their new Miyaor. Going 1 
le thither, when they arrived at a certain place, | 
it was a cu om alſo to flope the great mace, EE”, 
ad „ich. is curtied before the Mayor, thereyy. 2 


indicating in 
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nA. Kine George the IIId. being in- for! 


14 formed a w 

; EP” | 5 old 
indicating reverence to the king, to whon hes 

the Lancaſter eſtates have deſcended. An e— 8 

U 


lection, replete with contending miſchiet;, 
excited the leaders of each paity to counte- of 
ra, even in the moſt trivial matters, the ma 
_ deſigns of each other. The then Mayor of il 
Leiceſter, warm in the cauſe he eſpouſed, and 
not thinking perhaps, to whom the deference 
of ſloping the mace was due, ordered, on the 
proceſhon-day that year, the mace to be car-W Poe 
ried, all the way to the caſtle, erect; which in} 
could be intended for no other purpoſe than 
to ſhow oppoſition to the gentleman, (who 
was of a contrary party) deputed to receiv: eur 
him there. When they came to the gates, - obj 
leading to the caltle, the corporation were re- 


the 

fufed admittance, on that account, and re. 5 
turned without the uſual . 8 ha 
her 


' Ox the other hand, as the Mayors of Lei. „ 
cefter had long enjoyed the power of placing Ml 
into that hoſpital, whom they might m__ | 


from the purpoſed neglect of the king, 1 and = 
Nis deputy, (very likely in conf deration of = 
their benevolence to it 50 the oppobte party to he! 


the __ ation, had intereſt. enough to pro- 
. 
85 


Hos PIT AI. of 'the HoL x Tx INITY, 


8 


fined that the hofoital was 1 HA . 


2 wretched dwelling for the abode of 
old age ; from the goodneſs of his 


heart, ordered 1t to be examined by a 
builder, who was to make an eſtimate 
of the expence of rebuilding it, in a 


manner worthy the noble founder : 
which eſtimate his majeſty agreed to 
pay, and alſo added to its revenue, a 


bounty of 141, per annum. The 


poor of this hoſpital, and indeed the 
inhabitants of Leiceſter, , who feel for 
rs 54 


cure, of the Chancellor, the appointment of 


objects to the hoſpital. This has ſo irritated | 
the body politic of Leiceſter, that, unhappily, 


for the poor, they have witheld from them 
their annual liberal contribution, which, they 


| heretolore were uſed to make*—In a place, 
where the moſt exalted ſentiments of charity, 


have ſo conſpicuouſly prevail'd,, it cannot be 
coubted but harmony would have produced 


the happieſt effects to this houſe, at a time 
when majeſty pioully ſet the example by a li- 


beral diſplay of benevolence, 
. 
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CH A P. the miſeries attendant on the aged 


14. 


poor, held up to themſelves a pleafing 
picture of future comfort on this oc- 
cafion ; but while the building was 
erefting, the flattering profpe& 


chaviged/ to the dull forcbodings of 


diſcontent. The building was finiſn- 


ed in 1977, and then a murmur 


prevailed, not favourable to the 


undertaker. It belongs to his em- 


ployers to judge of the propriety of 
thoſe complaints. We need only ob- 


ferve, that if a man is ſo loſt to a 
ſenſe of duty, as to do injuſtice to the 
neceſſi tous aged and infirm, he muſt 


de a character truly inhuman! 7 
| TRE 


j The annexed plate is an etching of the old 
building, from a view I took ſome time back. 
It has been ſaid, that the lend upon the roof 
of it, was worth x200/.— There are now 
main tained in this hoſpital 5+ men, and 36 
women, their pay amounts to 28. 10 hell- 

penny per wel each, 
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COLLEGIATE CHURCH. 147 


Tx collegiate church was foundedC H AP. 
in honour of the annunciation of the x 
virgin Mary, and ſtood in the New- 
ark, where Mir. Coltman's garden 
now is; the foundation of which was 
eraſed about the year 1690, in ma- 
king that garden, Leland's deſerip- 
tion of this church is, that it was not 
reat, but a magnificent ſtrudture. This 
edifice was the reputed ornament of 
Leiceſter, till the diſſolution, in 
Henry VIII time, when it met the 
fate of that plundering monarch's de- 
cree. In this church were buried, 


Henry, earl of Lancaſter, and his fon. | 
Henry, the firſt duke of Lancaſter; 


and near the laſt, a lady. Alſo Con- 
ſtance, daughter of Peter, king of 
Caſtile, wife of John of Gaunt, and 

two of the Shirley family, who were 
knights, and their ladies; a lady 
Hungerford, and ſeveral other ho- 
nourable , 
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CHAP. THERE are now remaining in the 


Newark, three houſes belonging to 
the chantry prieſts of this church'; one 
of which was purchaſed, within this 
century, for the vicar of St. Mary's, 
near the caſtle.. * | | 
St. 


1 The fo! lowing were admitted to the dig. 
nity of Dean of this college. — The fult. after 
it's foundation, was Richard de Hanflip ad- 
mitte the 9th. of the Cal. of April, 1355.— 
The next was, John Porter, admitted the 5th, 
of the Id. of Jan. x361.—Who ſucceeded till 
the nomination of William Witham, who di. 
ed, 1472, I have not learned. -- William Dud. 
ley was admitted on the 15th. of Auguk 1472, 
who reſigned, and was ſucceeded by -- Willi an 
Chauntree, the zoth. of October 14.76.---He 
was ſucceeded in Dec. 1485, by John Mor: 


gan. This Dean was promoted to the ſee of 


St, David's.—Next Robert Middleton was 
raiſed to the dignity, from a Canon of thi: 


college, the 5th, of Dec. 1496.—He was fuc- 
ceeded by William Stockdale, D. D. in 1499. 
The year following on l 234, of Nor. 


$ James 


2 — 


St 


S. JOHN's HOSPITAL. 443 


the st. J 0 H N's Hos pITALen ar 
14 


4 o | ; 
ö 

one! Or college, fituate near the town jail 
thi 7 in 


T5 James Whifton L. L. D. was admitted,---- 


He was fucceeded by William Voung, 


Nt, L. L. D. on the 3d. of Jan. 1512, who had 


permiſſion to reſign, the ſame year, upon a 
dig- penſion of 20l. per anuum, ſettled to be paid 
after by his ſucceſſor,--- William Knight, L. L. D. 
ad. admitted the 4th. of Dec. 1512. When 
'— WW Robert Boone the laſt Dean was choſen is un- 
7ti, certain, but he was one of thoſe who in 1534 
I til ſubſcribed to Henry VIII ſupremacy,--- This 
0 . College did not receive its final diſſolution till 
ud. Edward VI. reign. 

72) 


He 
Mor- 


ly 


fees, _ 26/. in annuities, and the , penſions 


Ge of 
was To John Leyhe, William Gyllott, John 
this Vincent, Rickard Vincent, Richard Fowler, 

inc Ch iſtopher Marſhall, William Weſtoa. 


499. . William Pachett, and Nicholas Bradſhaw 101 
Nov. 
ame mas Bigmavden and Richard Denton, al. 174, 


3d. each, Piebendaries. | 
Ts 


[1 am In 1553 there remained in charge s[. in 


each. And John Parke, John Borough, Tho- 


4 * 


1 a 


ch a. 4 as 
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0 HAP. in Leickfies: was founded ſometime MW || 
| * prior to this reign; but when, and by 
whom is uncertain, There cannot be M | | 
a doubt but it was originally a place 
of worſhip. A Peers Celler and his 
wife founded init the guild of St, John, 
Their fouls are ordered to be prayed 
for, in an agreement between the 
maſter of this hoſpital, and the tewarl 
of the guild, 17th of Edward IV. 


To this church bor hoſpital Thong 


| To William Hethcote, T ons Bexwyke, 
Richard Peddar, Robert Wangle, Thoma 


Mylver, Thomas Weſtons, John Middleton, 
William Borough, and Thomas Harriſon 6. 


cach. Vicars, 


2 


To William Blackwel, 67, Thomas Har- 
cohote and William Manstelde, 55 Incun 
derte. 


5 To William * Thomas 1 Ro. 
bert Weſton, and John Palfreman, 5/. 13. 
64. Miniſters, 


” 877 4 
/ 4 
þ "7.4 s 
69 
/ %% . 
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st. JOHN's HOSPITAL. 


145 


ed a ſmall chapel, dedicated to St. C H AP 


| Tohh, fituate, I apprehend, ſome 
where near the Bath, in Leiceſter. 


_ Tnr1s. building was given to the 
corporation by Queen Elizabeth, who 
in the 34th of the ſame reign, for 
ſome particular reaſon, gave it to a 


Mr, Clark for his life only; which 


he converted into a wool-room.—Thke 


latter end of James the I. reign, ſome 
members of the corporation, and 
ſome well diſpoſed inhabitants of Lei- 
ceſter, raiſed a revenue of about 171. 

per annum, and placed into it fix poor 
widows, who were to be maintained 


from their laudable bounty, and the 
aanual contributions of the inhabi- 


tants of Leicefter. / 


Vol, ß - it 


{There is now a ſermon preached annually 
at St, Martin's in Leiceſter, the ſunday ſuc- 
cexd.ug St. John's day for that purpoſe. 


14 
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CHAP. In 1702, Mr. J. Bent, alderman, 
14 by his will gave to the corporation of 


Leiceſter, lands at Enderby, to the a- 
mount of 241. per annum, to main— 
tain four poor widows, who, accord- 


ing to his direction, were to be ac- 
commodated with apartments in the 


fame ee 


GR OB V. 


In the 12th year of this reign, Hen- 
ry, lord Ferrers, procured for that 
town a weekly market, which has 
been long diſuſed, 


WALTHAM on the WOULD3, 


Was formerly a conſiderable mar- 


ket town, and was the manor of John 


de Malory, a deſcendant of the fami- 
ly of that name at Kirby -Malory, who 


Procured of this king, in the gth 


year of his reign, the liderty of free- 


_ Warret © 


WIMESWOULPD 


— 


it 


AsHEBV- DE. LA- z Och. 
WIMESWOULD, 
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A town agreeable elevated: the 
manor of which in this reign, belong- 


ed to Sir Richard Willoughby, knight 


to whom Edward III, in the 12th, 


year of his reign, granted free-war- 


ren, a market and fair. —A like grant 


was obtained in this reign, for 


 ASHBY-DE-LA-ZOUCH, 


Witch privilege has continued to 
it ever ſince. It was granted at the 


interceſſion of Hugh de Zouch. 


5 WOODHOUSE. 


HeRE was formerly a fine manſi- 
on-houſe belonging to lord Beaumont, 
who in the reign of Edward III, by 


licence from the abbot of Leiceſter, , 


built here an elegant chapel, A. Ti 


1 —And in the reign of Made © 


VAL, 


MEMOIRS, d. 


CH A P. VIII, another of this ſamily rebuilt 


14 


the Sheple. and beautified, and re- 
Paired the caſtle. 


MOR TALITIES in LEICESTER, 


| Inn 340 a grievous diſeaſe prevailed | 


in that place, of whi ch numbers died. 


It has been remarked; that the affliQ- 
ed, during the height of the I, 


barked like dogs. 


Au, in 1348, a fatal diſorder 


ſpreading its baneful influence from 


the ſea-coaſt, took the courſe of the 
ſun, through the land, unpeopling 
it. In two of the pariſhes of 


Leiceſter, St. Leonard's and St, Mar- 


garet's, there died 1080; 380 in the 
former, and 700 in the latter, and it 
is ſaid by Knighton, that an equal 
proportion died in the other pariſhes 
in Leicoſter of this malady. 


WALTER 


WALTER WYNKBOURN. 


WALTER WYNKBOURNCHAP, 


A malefactor, was hanged at the 
rallows in Leiceſter, who being taken. 
down, when ſuppoſed dead, was put 
into a cart for interment, in St. Se- 
pulchre's church- yard, in that place; 
but he reviving in the cart, to the al- 
toaiſhment of the ſpectators, the at- 
tendant prieſts pitying the unhappy 
ſufferer, took him into that church, 
as a place of ſafety from his proſecu- 
tors, who would have taken him a ſe- 
cond time to the fatal tree, But the 


king, Edward III, being then with 


the religious, in Lee ber monaſtery, 
upon an application, kindly pardon- 
ed; the trembling criminal, with 
theſe words, Deus tibi dedit vitam 
ct nos tibi dabimus cartam.” m 

| IN 


n God hath given thee «life, and we will 
give thee pardon.—Knighton, the ä 
an, was preſent at this time. 


* * 9 
nd Minx erg ries 0 
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EH AP. Ty this reign, that diſcerning prince, 


14+ Edward III, prohibited the exporta- 


tion of un-wrovght wool. 


RICHARD II. 151 


— (A Þ. 
ce . 15 


; CHAF AY 
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job age” 2 3 2 - 
nth 2 | s 


Richard I Leiceſter —Knighton— Belk- 
nap. —Woodford's vaniiy.— John of 
Ghent, Smith. Swyndurby.-- Leiceſ= 
ter. Certain penances.— Matilda. 


RI NU 


| | ON of the illuſtrious Edward, 
b. ) the Black Prince, and grandſon 
of the renowned Edward III, was 
crowned the 16th of July, when the 
ceremony of the champion was firſt 

Introduced He, and Walworth, lord 
mayor of London, ſuppreſſed a dan- 
gerous rebellion, headed by Wat Ty- 

ler and Jack Straw, occaſioned by 
the rigorous methods uſed in collecting 

a poll-tax. Richard being now of 
age, took the reigns of government 
into his own hands, and reigned 3 in a 


very unconſtitutional manner; b 
I whic 


1 
j 
| 
; 
% 
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| CI A P. vhich he rendered himſelf particular. 
15 ly obnoxious to the nation. HI 


couſin, Henry, duke of Hereford, 


"who was an exile, baniſhed by Ri- 


chard ſoon after the death of his fa- 
ther, the duke of Lancaſter, was in- 
vited to return from his baniſhment, 
and reſt the ſceptre from the feeble 
hands of Richard. He landed in Eng- 
land, put himſelf at the head of an 
army, and took Richard priſoner.— 

The captive king was then compelled 
to call a parliament, but the day be- 
fore it met, he was forced to reſign 
his enſigns of royalty, into the hands 
of a ſele& number of lords, who re- 


ceived them at the tower. He alto was 


obliged to confeis, by a degrading 
inſtrument, ſigned by his own Sd 
that he was unfit to reign any longer, 
The parliament unanimoutly approv- 
ed of the reſignation, and cauſed the 
duke, who had taken his father's title 


olf 


* 
2 
. 


the 
itle 
of 


LEICESTER. 


by the title of Henry IV. The year 
following, the depoſed king was mur- 


ered in the caſtle of Pontefract; 


where he was a priſoner. Hiſtorians 
do not agree with reſpect to the man- 
ner in which Richard was murdered, 
but the moſt prevailing opinion is, 
that he was ſtarved to death: and 
that he lived a full fortnight without 
food, before he reached the end of 
his miſeries. This happened in the 
thirty- fourth year of his age, and the 
twenty-third of his reign. 2 


LEICESTER. 


WHEN Fack Straw' and his com- 
Vor. II. * panions 


z Richard's arditindy and w eakdiſpoſition, 


Frnace him deſpiſed while he fat upon the 
Iſchrone, but his misfortunes raiſed the com- 
pation of thoſe very people who were In- 
rumental to his deſtruction, “but it orten 
Iappens, (fa's an hiftorian,) that the mii- 
Fortunes of Princes turn hatred into pity. 


— 


1583 
of Lancaſter, to be me king, HAF. 


8 
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\CHAP panions, in 41 reign, had alarmel na 

35 government, the terrors of their dev. 

predations reach d Leiceſter. A mei th 

ſenger, one evening, came into the 

place, and acquainted the mayor, thaflon 

thoſe daring rebels were arrived vi. 

Market-Harborough; and would cerWag 
tainly be at Leiceſter, by one of th: 
'' clock, the ſucceeding day, to plunde 

3 and deſtroy the duke of Lancaſter en 

palace, the caſtle. The duke bein 

then in Scotland, about the publi 

1 concerns, the mayor and his brethre 

1 were in great ſtrait about the duke 

1 Property; he being extremely beloye 

4 in that place. They, not willing i 

| | abide by their own opinions, called: 

meeting of the principal inhabitants 

to conſult what was heſt'to be don 

in this alarming exigency ; they: 

greed that a proclamation ſhould 

made that night, at the high-croh 

* + and at the four gates, in the king 
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LEICESTER. 


name, that all the inhabitants, whoC 


were able, ſhould forthwith arm 
themſelves for the common defence, 
early the next morning, and repair 
on gall-tree-hill; hoping by the di- 
vine aſſiſtance, to defend chemſelves 
againſt the daring enemy. 


In conſequence of this ck 
on, there appeared not leſs than twelve 
hundred men, armed in the morning, 
by day light; who cheerfully ſubject- 
ed themſelves to the command of the 
mayor. In this poſition they ſtood 
all day, rather increaſing than de- 
creaſing, waiting the arrival of the e- 
emy. The next morning they ap- 
peared again, with the ſame excellent 
iſpoſiton, to protect the duke's pro- 
perty, and themſelves, from the in- 
ſults of a rebellious mob. This day 
hey ſent out ſeveral Outs, to gain 
Ws 6s of the enemy's ſtrength, 


Jute 
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CH AP. put none of theſe ſcouts returned. — 
75+ Rut in the courſe of the day, the duke 
of Lancaſter's keeper, of his ward- 


robe, came haſtily. from London, 
purpoſing to remove the duke's move- 


able valuables from the caſtle. He 


ſoon loaded ſeveral carts and other 
carriages, with property, intending 


to lodge them in the great abby, as 


place not likely to ſuffer by this re- 
bellion. But in their paſſage thither, 
they. were met, in abby- gate, by the 


abbot, and Gp of his brethren, who 


being alarmed alſo, refuſed the admit- 
| tance of the duke's property into the 
monaſtery ; apprehending it would be 
a temptation for the rebels to plunder 


them alſo: they well knowing that 
Straw and his multitude had vowed 
revenge to the duke of Lancaſter. 
Upon this refuſal, the property was 


taken back again, and lodged in St. 


Mary's 


| HENRY de KNI GH TON. 


Mary's church, near the caſtle, as 0 HAP. 


place of greater ſafety than the palace. 
However the event proved that the 
fears of the people here, were prema- 
ture, as thoſe daring 1ebels did not 
extend their depredations to Leiceſter ; 
jt manifeſted to the duke of Lan- 
caſter the attachment of the inhabitants, 
of that place, to his intereſt. 


HENRY de KNIGHTON. 


In a village named Knighton, near 


Leiceſter, was born that learned. hif- 


torian, Henry de Knighton, abbot of 


Leiceſter 3 who wrote a celebrated 


hiſtory from the conqueſt, by William 


of Normandy, to this reign : where- 
in he ſhewed great ſkill by impartially 
ſelecting truths from the mals of fa- 


ble, prejudice, and ſuperſtition. He 
died towards the latter end of this 


reign, beloved by his.contemgoraries.. 
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CHAP. Sir ROBERT BELKNAP, 


1 


Wo was made lord chief juſtice 
of the court of common-pleas in the 


former reign, was diſplaced, with the 


reſt of the judges, on the following 
account. The unſteady Richard had 
a mind to ſacrifice to the dictates of 
his puſillanimous heart, ſeveral no- 
blemen, who were obnoxious to him: 
among whom where his uncle of 
Glouceſter, For this purpoſe, he 
ſummoned all his judges to the town 
of Nottingham, where he required 
their anſwer to this queſtion, ©* Whe- 
ther his regal power enabled him to 
revoke the degrees of parliament ?” 
To which is pliant judges anſwered in 
the afhrmative, and all ſet their ſeals 


to this opinion but Sir William Skip- 


rith : Judge Belknap ſubſcribed with 
reluQtance, being 1 urprized with ſo 
unexpected a queſtion, But upon 

55 ſetting 


WOODFORD's VANITY. 159. 


ſetting his ſeal, and his reaſon return- O ki AP. 
ing, he exclaimed, ** There wants 5 | 


— — bs 
— — 1 + — * 
0 5 0 —— —— — 
* — % * 1 ; a <a d 2 
— — r . — 
hes \ 


ice nothing now but an hurdle and hal- 
the W ter, to inflict upon me the death I 
the W deſerve.“ In the ſucceeding parlia- 

ing ment, the lords, who were avgrieved 


had by this unconſtitutional declaration of 
s of the judges, arreſted all of them in 
no- Weſtminer-hall for high treaſon; one 
im: of whom they hanged, Trefilian of the 
of king's-bench; baniſhed the reſt, and 
be ſeized their goods and eſtates. o Al- 
on tho” it äs an eſtabliſhed opinion, that 
nrel Sir Robert Belknap was a native of 
this county, yet the place of his na- 
tivity is uncertain. Fe OY 
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 WOODFORD's VANITY. 
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A remarkable inſtance of a vain at- 
tempt to perpetuate the name of a ve- 
While this council was ſitting in Net- 
ingham Caſtle, the king's Marſhalſea was 
kept at Loughborough for the ſpace of fix 


Gays. 
Pi 
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SHA P. ey opulent family, in this county, was fi , 
15 made by the father ot Thomas Wood— 


| ford, high-ſheriff of Leiceſterſhire, | ! 
the 16ih of Richard II. His father g 


Sir Robert, for the above purpoſe, 

made all his grand-children equally 

heirs of his great eftate, (his ſon 

Thomas being dead) thinking that 

ſome out of their poſterity might con- iſ f 
{ tinue to {ucceeding ages, in opulence 0 
1M and power. But flattering as the i | 
U ſchemes of human fore - ſight may ap- 7 
pear, this, like many of the vain at- W © 
tempts of man, proved ineffectual. h 
1 This family, that heretofore, hal P 
4 continued for a long ſeries of years, r 
amidft riches and . ſoon after te 
| this divifion fell utterly to decay, io MW 0 
that not a foot of their lands bore t 
the name of Woodford for its owner, It 


N 2 2 7 es 
N - =— * 
nn r 
3 


Ins diſpoſition which adheres ſo 
[ | cloſely to the principle of natural equi- 


ty, was not uncommon at that age; 
for 


Joux of GHENT. 


of Brandenburg, written by the king of 
Pruffia, more than one inſtance of 
this kind, about the ſame period, 


JOHN of GHENT, 
CoMMONL v called John of Gaunt, 


from his birth place, was fourth ſon 
of Edward III, and uncle to Richard 


obtained the earldom of Leiceſter, and 


reſidence of the great duke of Lancaſ- 


of his ume there, 5 0 at eaſe from 
zore the very active ſcenes he was engaged 


er. in, both in this, and the preceding 
| reigns. þ He held diſtinguiſhed com- 
s ſo fi Vol, X mands 

TUL- | : | 
ge; p Tradition informs us, that he made 
that cut which paſſes at the foot of the 


mount, 


for we find in the memoirs of the houſeC HAP, 


II, married Blanch, daughter of Hen- 
ry, duke of D by whom he 


his father-in-law's poſſeſſions in that 
place. Leiceſter being the principal 


ter, his father-in-law, he ſpent much 
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CHA Pimands under his father, and upon the 
15 death of his lady, he married 


% 


Conſtantia, daughter of Peter, king 
of Caſtile, in whoſe right he olaimed 


that crown. Although in the proſe- 
1 of his claim, he was unſucce's- 


ul, yet his prudent management of 
1 affair, after diſmiſſing a powerful 
army he had raiſed to obtain it by 
force, was ſuch, that he found means, 
by lis: a, to make two of his 
daughters queens, and to bring home, 


with him, ſo many chefts of gold a; 
loaded forty-ſeven mules, and had aſ- 
ſigned him, and his dutcheſs, an an- 
nuity of ten thouſand pounds. Be- 


Nil: 


mount, near the caſtle in Leiceſter, and 
that the earth, which was dug theretrom, 


raiſed that well-known eminence.—-The 
ſubterraneous celler, near the ſame place, 
it is judged, was made by him, or the ta- 
ther of his lady. It is 49 feet long, and 15 
feet wide, the arch over which 1s perfect- 
Ay uniform, and has a ſpacious entrance. 


| this duke of Lancaſter, 


TON of GHENT. 


fide taking a very active part in mee HA P. 


cauſe of Wickliff, as was ſhown in 
the Reformer's life, and at the acceſh- 
on of Richard II, was confidered as 


| regent of England, during that prince's 
minority, he was, till his death, the 


moſt powerful nobleman in England. 


Alike in council or in arms, he was 


honoured with an eminent degree,— 


Throughout the hiſtoric pages of this 


reign the name of Lancaſter is every 
where viſible. He died in February, 
1398, and was buried in St. Paul's 


cathedral, where his monument was 


to be ſeen. till the great fire of Lon- 
don. | Ft 


A very obſerving writer has re- 
marked, 
eight kinge, 
four queens, and five princes of Eng- 
land; fix kings, and three queens of 


Scotland ; two cardinals, upwards of 
twenty 


that there deſcended from 
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CH AP. twenty dukes, almoſt as many dutch- : 
5 eſſes of England; ſeveral dukes of : 
1 Scotland, beſides many powerful WW | 
9 : princes and eminent nobility 1 in fo- In 


18 .-__ reign parts. | | v 
5 4 
„ A. D. 1390, at the feaſt of St, t. 
=_ Peter, John, duke of Lancaſter, made 
; a ſuperb entertainment at his caſtle, {MW 
[ | Leiceſter, for the king and queen, 
| | | whom he entertained, in Leiceſter- 
= | _ foreſt, with the ſport of hunting ; 
j there. At this royal feaſt were pre- : 


L ſent, beſides the king and queen, the q 


I archbiſhop of York, the duke of York, 
| | Thomas, duke of Gloceſter, the earl 8 
1 f of Arundel, John, earl of Hunting- t 
1 don, and ſeveral other biſhops and 
nobles, who expreſſed the moſt plea- W _ 
ſing ſatisfaction, at the magnificence N cc 
of the entertainment made by the no- W ſo 
ble Lancafter, q From Leiceſter-cat- 10 
: tis th 
[| 5 7 Although the ne of kings to 6 


Ci pi tal 
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and lodged in his way thither at the 
lord Beaumont's, at Beau-manor, 
near Lough, This gentleman 
was repeatedly .honoured "wth the 
company of princes, whom he enter- 
tained on their journies. 


WILLI SMIT 


Amons the numerous followers of 
Wicekliff 's opinions, in Leiceſterſhire, 
was William Smith, of Leiceſter, a 
man low in ſtature, and very inconſi- 
derable, ſays Knighton, Diminutive 
as was his figure, he however poſſeſſed 
the nataval” paſſion for the oppoſite 

| ſex. 


capital places of the kingdom were not un- 
common at theſe times; yet this viſit drew 


ſuch amazing crouds of people from the ad- 
jacenthrillages, who, with the numbers of 
town's people that cunoſity brought toge- 


ther, almoit impeded the paſſage of theſe 


diſtinguiſned perſonages to the foreſt. 
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CHAP fx, A young maiden, in the ſame 


place, whole charms had attraQted 
him, peremptorily refuſed, upon a 


preſſing ſolicitation, to become his 


wife: upon which he formed the re- 
ſolution to bid adieu to all worldly 
comforts, and devote the whole of his 
time to the ſervice of his god. He 
wore no linen, drank no wine, or beer, 
eat no fleſh, or fiſh, and walked bare- 
foot, and in his middle age learned 
to read and write. About this time 
he aſſociated himſelf with one Richard 
Wayteſtath, a prieſt, Theſe two re- 
tired into the chapel of St. John Bap- 
tiſt, without Leiceſter, ** near,” ſays 
Knighton, „“ the manſion or houſe 
of the lepers, to whom reſorted ma- 
ny of the Wickliffites. In this ſe· 
queſtered retreat, they were onc: 
tempted to eat ſo me boiled herbs, and 
having procured a pot and ſome vege- 


tables, they were at a loſs for fewell 


10 
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by chance diſcovered, in the corner of 
the chapel, an old image of St. Ca- 
therine. Look you,” ſays he to his 


companion, God has provided us 


« ſome fewel, that now we may re- 
« lieve our kwnger, ſure this holy 1- 
„mage will make holy fire, and by 
« axe and the fire, this holy image 
6 ſhall ſuffer a new martyrdom, and 
* ſo happily come to the kingdom of 
heaven at laſt,” 
took the image, and the other a hatch- 


et, © and now,” ſays the other, 


we ſhall ſee w Naber ſhe be a true 


* ſaint or no, for if ſhe bleed, when 
* her head is cut off, we will worſhip 
«© her, but if not, ſhe will do ſome 
good by boiling our herbs,” 
cn diſplay was this, to ſhew 


So one of them 


A ri- 


to boil them, However one of themCH AP. 
15 


their contempt of the church of Rome. 


However for this, and other con- 


temptuous {pecches againſt St, Mary 
of 


o 
— * . r cat. a aaa. 
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CHAP of Lincoln, whom they ſurnamed 


the witch of Lincoln, they were both 
expelled religious ſociety, and driven 
from Leiceſter. 


WILLIAM SWYNDURBY, 
Surnamed William the Hermit. 


Was another imitator of che great 
Wickliff; who about this time, being 


aprieſt, exclaimed vehemently againſt 


the vices of mankind ; but levelling 
his heated attacks againſt the females 
in Leiceſter, where he had long reſi- 
ded ; they collected themſelves ina 


large body, with a determined reſolu- 


tion to drive their prieſtly corrector 


from that place, with ſtones ; but the 


men, who were not ſo eaſily provoked 
to reſentment, prevented the im- 


pending danger, by ſecuring the bold 


preacher out of the reach of their en- 


e power. 


Nor long after this, he fallied 
from 


WILLIAM SWYNDURBY. 10 


ed from his heritage; in the duke of CH AP. 
Lancaſter's woods, where he dwelt, " 
en and iſſued forth his invectives in the 
| ſtreets of Leiceſter, againſt the rich; 
Þ folemnly protefting that no rich man 
| could enter into the kingdom of hea- 
ven, His ſequeſtered living, aided by 
confidence, and more than a medio- 
crity of abilities, made him revered, 
e ſome, as a perſon of ſupernatural 
in | | 
powers. Some, whoſe minds were 


"ng weak, were driven to deſpair by his 
of preaching, As he lived chiefly on the 
: humble productions of the fields, he 
* had little occaſion for money: the de- 
= vout people in theſe parts fre- 
7. quently made him tenders of their li- 


Ro berality, which he invariably rejected. 
* Nor could he be perſuaded to leave his 
hermitical cell, to ſhare the abounding 
productions of the noble duke of 13 
caſter's ta ble, at the caſtle, where he 
had orders given him 3 chat Prince 


Vor. N 


to 
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offer being made him of a chamber, 
and other neceſſaries, in the abvy, by 
the religious of that houte, who en- 
tertained a particular eſteem for him, 
on account of his ſanity of life, he 
retired there. His excurfions from 
this place were frequent, for the pur- 
poſe of inſtructing the people in Lei- 


ceſter, and the circumjacent villages. 


AN account of this admired preach- 


er having reached the ears of Buck- 


ingham, biſhop of Lincoln, (who 
was a faſt friend of the popiſh church) 
and alſo of the tenets he promulgated, 
which were of the Wicklevian kind, 
he iſſued anorder for ſuſpending Swyn. 
durby from preaching 1 In any "church, 
or church-yard, in Leiceſter, or elle. 
where, within his dioceſe ; and like- 
wiſe prohibited all people. 4 rom hear 
ing him, upon pain of excommunict 
tion. 


WILLIA M SWYNDURBY. 


tion. This weed no ways abatedCH / A . 
the ardour of Swyndurby, nor leſſen- 


cd his ſollowers ; for upon the injune- 
tion being announced, he formed a 
kind of pulpit of two mill-ſtones, 


uhich ſtood - be ſold, near the 
. John Baptiſt, and 


preached ”- to amazing numbers of 


church of 


people, who flocked n all the ad- 
jacent parts to hear him. Upon this 
he was cited to appear at Lincoln, be- 


fore the biſhop, whither he went with 


a great number of confiderable people 


with him, who ſeemed determined to 


follow his fortune. But here, either 


the ecclefiaftic threatenings, the appa- 


rent ſanctity of the proceſs, or the ſu- 
perioi abilities of his interrogator and 


judge, fo wrought upon this, before 
| daring preacher, that he made a for- 
mal recantation : firſt in the cathedral 
of Lincoln, then in the churches of St. . 
Croſs, St. Margarets, and the colle- 
giate 
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CHAP. Pe or church of the Now work, Lei- 
ceſter; and laſtly in the churches of | 


Stephen de Syreſham, vicar of Bar- 
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Nlelton, Hallaton, Harborough, and 
Loughborough, within the county, 


row, being appointed to attend the due 
performance of it according to the di- 
rection of the biſhop. Afterwards he 
lived rather obſcurely and deſpiſed in 


Leiceſter ſor ſome time, and then went 


to Coventry, and began to promul- 


gate his former opinions, here he was 


routed by the biſhop of that diocek, 
He afterwards went into Hereford- 
ſhire, and began to preach. his forme 
doctrines there, but the king's com- 
miſſion being obtained to apprehend 
him, he diſappeared, and died ſome— 
Where! in obſcurity. 


„ RE 
Tu doctrine of Wickliff had ſo 


much prevailed | in this place, that the 
king 


K 


LELCESTER. 


2 
Lei- king, in the ſecond year of his reign, C H AP. 
of MW i-at out a ſcvere com mi ſſion, in nature 15 
and Hof an inqufition, againſt its inhabi- 
aty, ants, directed to Thomas Bryght- 
Bar. W well, doctor in divinity, and dom of: 
due the college, of the New-work, Lei- 
di. W ccfter, William Cheſuldine, prebend 
- he in the ſame college, Sir Richard de- 
dein Barrowe, and Robert Langham, by 
went virtue of which, that new 3 
mul- was much b from ſpreading: 
wasche leaders of it being ſi lenced, or ꝓu- 
ceſs, Hniched. — About this time there was. 
ord- was ſuch great plenty in England, 
rmer that in Leicefter market, a hundred 
-cm- quarters of barley, were ſold for one 
1 hundred ſhillings. 


d ſo 
t thy 


king 


KinG Richard II, with his royal 


conſort, being upon a journey to York, 8 


about this time, ſtopped at the oreat 
abby, whence they came into Leiceſ- 
ter, and viewed that place. The ſame 

niglit 
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CHA P.night they lodged with lord Beaumont, 
15+ at Beau-manor ; and on their return, 
| lodged at the abby, Leiceſter, * 


CERTAIN PENANCES. 


A. D. 1392, William Courtney, MW 
archbiſhop of Canterbury viſited the WM 
dioceſe of Lincoln, and coming to ec. 
Leiceſter Abby, for the ſame purpole, WM hor 
on the ſunday before the feaſt of All- W the 

Sainte, where he ſtayed ſeveral days, W anc 
information was lodged againſt one WM thr 
Roger Dexter, Nicholas Taylor, Ri- anc 
chard Wagſtaff, Michael Scrivner, {MW Th 
William Smith, Roger Goldimith, noi 
and-William Parchment, inhabitants Lei 
of Leiceſter, for holding opinions laic 
touching the ſacrament of the altar, Sc. ſaic 
contrary to the eſtabliſhed church. ceſ. 
Theſe, with ſeveral others, received to 
a citation to appear and anſwer cer- MW ple 
tain. interrogatories, reſpecting their M Ali 
= | faith; 


PEN ANC Es. 


faith ; but they all, dreading the ec- C 
den power, did not appear. In 


conſequence of this diſobedience, the 


| archbiſhop, being at high maſs in the 


abby, on All-hallow- day, attired in 
the habiliments of his Pontific ate, e- 
nounced the ſaid parties, with all their 
adherents, favourers, and counſellors, to be 
excommunicated, and accurſed: which 
horrid ceremony ended, with ringing 
the abby bells, lighting the candles, 
and putting them out again, and 
throwing them down to the ground, 


and clapping the books together, &c. | 


This excommunication alſo was de- 


nounced in all the pariſh chnrches in 
Leiceſter, and the whole town was 


laid under an interdiction, until the 
ſaid perſons hould be abſolved; pro- 
ceſs in the mean time being iſſued out 


to apprehend them. Out of theſe peo- | 


ple, Wm. Smith, Roger Dexter and 
Alice his wile | appeared, and made 


their 
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CH A FP. their recantations; upon which an ex- 


15 


traordinar y inſtrument was made out 


for their penance, and abſolution. It 
was ordered, that they, on a certain 
Sunday, ſhould each of them, reſpefively, 
Hold an image of the crucifix in one hand, 
and each of them a taper. of wax, of hai 
a pound weight in the other, and ſtripped 
Vall their cloaths, but their ſhirts, wall 
before the proceſſion three times, in lle 
church of our lady, in Leiceſter, i. e. at 
the beginning, middle, and end of tht 
proceſſion, to the honour of him that was 
crucified, in memorial of his paſſion, ani 
to the honour of the virgin, his mother, dl 
duty kneeling upon their knees, and bi- 
Aug the crucifix ; and then to ſtand all th 


time of maſs, before the image of the criſs, 


with the crucifixes and tapers in their 
bands, to make their offerings, After 
all this had been duly performed, they 
were ordered, on the ſuccceding la- 

| turday 
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turday, in full market, 10 
their ſhirts only, holding the crucifixes and 
tapers as before, and thers to fail on their 
knees, and kiſs their croſſes three times; 
at the beginning, middle, and end of the 
market, William Smith underſtand- 


ing latin, repeated the anthem Sancta 


Catharina, & , but the other only 
{aid Pater Noſter, and Ave Maries. 
The next day being ſunday, they 
likewiſe did penance in their own pa- 
riſn churches, after which they were 
abſolved. 


NMX A., 
A follower of Wickliff's docttine, 


who had taken up her gloomy refi- 


dence, in a wretched hut, in St. Pe- 
ter's church- yard, Leiceſter, was by 


the order of archbiſhop Courtney, 


when at Leiceſter, compelled to ap- 
pear before him, to anſwer certain 
Vorl., ih a queſtions 


„ 
ſtand inc HA P 
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CHA P.queſtions reſpecting * faith. The 
15. archbiſhop, perceiving her to be ex. 
[ pert, and to be poſſeſſed of abilitic 
1 beyond his expectations, ordered he 
to appear before him on a future day, 


at the monaſtery of St. James, at fed 
Northampton. There the ſubtle fe- err 
male appeared, and, to the aſtoniſh- We 
ment of all preſent, gave ſuch reaſon. the 
able and ſatisfactory replies to Court. on 

| ney? 8 interrogatories, that ſhe was gli 
diſmiſſed, without penalty or puniſh. hay 
ment, $674 leave to retire to her re- Ed 
cluſe 3 in Leiceſter. rel 
no! 

. To CONCLUDE of 


This yolume, it may be proper, 
briefly to remark that the popes of 
Rome, from the unmanly ſubmiſſion 
of king John, conſidered England as: 
country under the moſt abject ſub. 
Taq to their power; and were like 
ſhort- 


IMS P . u 


_ * 


CONCLUSION. 


ſhort- ſighted conquerors, ne ofC H wy P. 


the means to improve ſacceſs by an 
alluring conduct. The former, like 


the latter, expected the moſt ſervile 


obedience to their will, and were per- 


fectly i in uniſon with "x too general 


error. They grew intoxicated as it 
were with this victory, and impoſed 
the moſt flagrant inſtances of oppreſh- 


on and encroachment upon the En- 


gliſh church. But this irritating be- 
haviour rouſed, under the majeſty of 
Edward I, even the weak to indignant 
reſoiniingaht. A reſentment which is 


not confined to man alone, the whole 


of the animal creation, even to the 
wretched reptile, eder, unarmed, 


oppreſhon's power. But this conten- 


tion tho? noble, was but, in effect, 
like the feeble efforts of a ſtripling 
ſt ruggling with the mighty Sampion: 
it was left for the more militant W ick- 


lift, in after times, to give the vita! 


Kab to Rome's depreſſing {way ! ! 
END OF THE SECOND VOLUME, 
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